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LETTER CSL. 


Bath, Febritary*th@ 16th, O.5. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


THE fint ufe that 1 made of my liberty, was to 
come hither, where I arrived yefterday. My health, 
though not fundamentalfy bad, yet, for wanteof. 
proper attention of lates wanted fotne repairs, which 
thefe waters never fail giving it. I fhall drigk them 
a month, and returnatd London, ,therg to enjoy the 
comforts of facial hfe, inftead of erqaning under 
the load of bufinefs. I Rave givensthe defcription of 
the life that I propofe to lead for the future, in this 
motto, which i have put up in the frye of my 
library in my new houte ; 

Nung veterum hbris,, nunc fomgo, et inertibus bois 

Duceg follscitae jucunda oblina vite 
I mu obferve to you, upon this occafion, that the 

Vou. IL. B uninter- 
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umaterenpted fatiefagtion which I expect to find in 
that library will be ‘clteAy owitig to my having'em- 
ployed fome part of my life wel] at your age. I 
with I had employed it better, and my fatisfuction 
would now be complete ; hut, however, I planted, 
while young, ‘that degree of knowledge which is 
now my refuge and kny fhelter. Make your ‘plan- 
tations 4] more eatenfive, they will more than pay 
you for your trauble. I do not regret’ the time 
that I paffed in pleafures; they were feafonable 

they were tthe pleagures of youth, and | sien 
them while young. It hd not, I fhould probably 
have overvalued Ther: iow, as we are very apt to do 
what we do,not know : but, knowing them as J do, 
T know their real vaduey and low much they are 
generally oyer-rated., Nog do I regret the time that 
I have pafled in@ bufinefs,"for the fame reafon; 
thofe who fee only the outfide of it, imagine that it 
has hidden charms, which they pant after; and 
nothing but acquaintance‘can undeceive them. I, 
who have been belund the feenes, both of pleafure 
and bufinefs, and have feen all the fprings’ and 
pullies of thofe decorations’ which aftonifh and 
dazzle the audience, retire, not only without regret, 
but with contentment and fitisfaction. “ But what I 
do, and ever fhall regret, is the time which, «while 
young, I Iqft in mere idlenefs, and in doing nothing. 
This is the common effect of the inconfideracy of 
youth, againft which I veg you will be moft care~ 
fully upon your guard. The value of moments, 
when caft up, is immenfe, if well employed ; if 
throw 
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thrdwn away, their’ lofs 1s irgecoverable. Evety mos 
ment may be put td fome ufe, and that with much 
more pleafure than if unemployed. Do not imagines 
that by the employgnerit of times I mean = thins 
terrupted application toYerious ftudies. ; plea» 
fures are, at propet ttmes, both ae ae ‘aad aa 
tufefil : they fafhion and form yoh for the world 3 
they teach you characters, and fhow he humani 
heart in its unguarded minutes. But then remember 
& make that ufe of them. Thaye known frany peoe 
ple, from lazinefs of mind, go*through” both plea- 
firte and Pafinefs with equal inattention ; neither ens: 
joying the one, nor doing the other; thifking them- 
felves men of pleafure, becaufe they were mingled 
with thofe who were, artd nien*of bufinefs, becaufe 
they had bufinefs to do, though they did not do it. 
Whatever you do, do it to tRetpurpofe; do it tho- 
roughly,’ not fuperficially.  Apprefondifez; go to 
the bottom.of things. Any thing half dene, or half 
known, is, in my mind, ‘neither dane nor kuowa at 
all. Nay. worfe, for it often tmifleads.. There ig 
hardly any place, or any Company, where you may 
not “gain knowledge, if you pleafe 3» almoft every 
body knows fome one, thing, and,is glad to talk 
upon that one thing. Seek, afd you will find, 
in thig world as well as,in the next. See every 
thing, enquire into every thing; and y@a may ex- 
cule youjf curiofity, and the queftions you afk, 
which ogerwife might be thought impertinent, by 
your manher of afking them; fof moft things de- 
pend% great deal upon the maaner. As for éxample, 
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¥ am afraid that I am very troublefome with my quefs 
tiows, but nobody can inform me fo weil as you; or 
fomething of that kind. 

Now that you are in a Lutheran country, go to 
their churches, and obferve the manner of their 
public worfhip ; attend to their ceremonies, and 
enquire the mearhng ‘and intention of every one of 
them. ‘Ans -* you will foon underftand German 
well enovgh, attend to their fecmors, and obferve 
their manfer@f preaching. Inform yourfelf of their 
Church government; whether it refiles in the 
Sovereign, or in Confiftori¢y and Synods: whenve 
arifes the maintenance @f their Clergy; whethcr 
from tithes, as in England, or from voluntary con- 
tributions, or from penfions from the State. Do the 
fame thing when you are in Roman Catholic conn- 
tries; go to their churches, fee all their ceremonies ; 
afk the meaning of them, get the terms explained to 
you. As foi inftance; Prime, Tierce, Sexte, Nones, 
Maitins, Angelus, High Mafs, Vefpers, Complies, 
&e, Informa yourfelf of their feveral religious Orders, 
their Feunders, their Rules, their Vows, their 
Habits, their Révenues, ce. But when you fie- 
quent places* of, public worfhip, as I, would have 
you go to all tht different ones you meet with, 
remember, that, however erroreous, they are 
none of them objects of laughter and ridicule. 
Honeft error is to be pitied, not ridiculed. The 
object of all the public worfhips in the werld is the 
fame; it is that great Eternal Being, who created 
every thing. ,The different manners of worfhip are 


by 


TO. HIS BON, $ 


by no means fubjetts of ridicule. .. Each fect thinks 
its own the beft; andi, know no infallible judge in 
this world, .to degide which is the beft. Make the 
fame enquiries, wherever you are, concerning the. 
revenugs, the military eftablifhment, the trade, the 
commérce, and the police of every‘country. And 
you ‘would do well to keep ‘a blank paper-book, 
which the Germans call.an Aljum ; an re® inftead 
of defiing, as they glo, every ‘foolhey meet with to 
{ribble fomething, write down all thefe g¢hings, as 
Yoon as they come to your kpewledge “from good 
authorities. 

[had almoft forgotten one Thing, which I would 
recommend as an object of your ¢uriofity and infor- 
mation, that is, the Admineftration of Juftice,; 
which, as it is always carried on in open Court, you 
may, and I would have you go affd fee it, with at- 
tention and inquiry. 

I have now but one anxiety left, which is con- 
cerning you. I would have you be, what I know. 
nobody i 18, perfect. As that is ifipoflible, I would 
have you as near perfect tion as poflible. ,I know 
nobody in a fairer way towards j- than youre if 
you pleafe. Never were fo much péins taken for 
any body's education 3 for yous; and never had 
any body thofe gpportunities of knowledge and im- 
provement which you have had, and ftid} have. I 
hope, I with, I doubt, and I fear, alternately. This 

only Tag fure of, ghat yqu will prove either the 
ereatedt pain, o: the greateft pleafure of Yours. 
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LETTER CXLIE 


Bath, February. the®28, O.S. 1748. 
Dear Boy,- 


Every exceRency, and every virtue, has its 
kindred veexgr weaknefs ; and, if carried beyond 
certain bounds, - links into theeone or the other. 
Generofity | often guns into Profufion, Giconorhy 
inte Av arice, Courdge, into Rafhneis, Caution into 
Timidity, and fo on:—infgmuch that, ‘I, believe, 
there is mére judgment, 1cquired, for the proper 
conduct of our virtues, than for avoiding their op- 
polite vices. Vice, fh its true light, is fo deformed, 
that n@fhocks us at firft fight; and would hard'y 
ever feduce us, sf it’did not, at firft,'wear the 
mafk of fome Virtue. But Virtue is, in itfelf, fo 
bevutiful, that it charms us at firft fight; engages 
us fnore and more upon farther acquaintance ; and, 
as with other Beauties, we think excefs impoffible : 
it is here that judgment is neceflary, to mc .uerate 
and direct theeeflegts of an excellent caufe. I fhahi 
apnly this recfoning, at prefent, not to any parti- 
cular virtue, but t® an excellency, which, for want 
of judgment, is often the, caufg of mdiculots and 
blameable‘effccts; I mean, great Learning; which, 
if not accompanied with found judgrfent, fre- 
quently carries us into Error, Pride, and Pedantry. 
As } hope you' wilf poffefs that excellency‘in its ut- 
moft extent; and yet without its too commdti fail- 
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ings; the hints, which my experience can fuggeft, 
may probably not be ufelefs to you. 

Some learned tnen, proud of their knowledge, 
only {peak to decige, and give judgment without 
appealt The confequence of which is,.that nfan- 
kind, provoked by the infult, and injured by the 
oppreffion, revolt ; and, in ofder “to fhake off the 
tyranny, even call the lawful authopyes ‘quettion, 
The more you know, the modefter you thould be: 
aad (by the bye) that madefty ig the fureft way of 
gratifying your vanity. EveaeWhere you are fure, 
féem rather doubtful s reprefent, but do not pro- 
nounce; and, if you would convince &thers, feem 
open to conviction yourfelf. 

Others, to fhew theirlearning, or often from the 
prejudices of a {chool- education, where they hear of 
nothing elfe, are always talking of the Antients, as 
fomething more than men, and of the Moderns as 
fornething Jefs. "They arg never without*a Claffic or 
two in their pockets: they ftick to the old gond 
fenfe ; they read none of the modern trath ; ‘and 
will ‘yhow you plainly, that no improvement has 
been made, in any*®one art orefciemce, thefe laft 
feventeen yhundred years. I would Sy no means 
have you difown your acquainfance with the An- 
tients; but ftill lefg would I have you brag of an 
exclufive intimacy with them. Speak of te Moderns 
without scontempt, and of the Antients without 
idolatry judge them all by their merits, but not 
by their 3 ages; and if you happen to have an Elzevir 
clafite i in yaur pocket, neither*fhow it nar mentian-is, 
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Some great Scholars, moft abfurdly, draw all 
their maxims, both for public and private life, from 
what they call Parallel Cafes jn the artient authors; 
without confidering, that, in the firft place, there 
never were, fince the creation of the world, twa 
cafes exactly parallel; and, in the next place , that 
there never wa? a cafe ftated, or even known, by 
any hifforlan., with ever y one of its circumftances ; 
which, however, ought to be known, in order to 
be reafontd from. ¢ Reafon upoa the cafe itfelf, and 
the feveral circumftarces that attend it, and act 
accordingly ; but not from the authority of antielt 
Poets or Hittorians, ‘Take into your confideration, 
if you pleafe, cafes feemingly analogous; but take 
them as helps only, not as guides. We are really 
fo prejudiced by our cducations, that, as*the An- 
tients deified their Heroes, we deify their Madinen : 
of which, with all due regard to antiquity, I take 
Leonidas aiid Curtius to haye becn two diftinguifhed 
ones, sand yet a folid Pedant would, ina fpeech in. 
Parliament, relative to a tax of two- pence in the 
pound wpon fome cammodity, or other, quote thofc 
two heroes, a8 examples of what we ought to do, 
and fuffer fof ov country. ,J have knosva thefe ab- 
furdities carried {6 far,-by people of inyudicious 
learning, that I fhould not be fyrprifed, if fome of 
them weré to propofe, while we are at war with the 
Gauls, that a number of geefe fhould be kept in the 
Tower, upon account of thy infinite alvantage 
which Rome received, in a parallel café, from a 
certain number of geefe in the Capitol, This way 
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of rcafoning, and this way of (peaking, will always 
form a poor politician, and a puerile declaimer. 

There is anothes fpecies of learned then, who, 
though lefs dogmaticgl and fupercilious, are not lefs 
impertinent. Thefe are® the communicative and 
fhining Pedants, who adorn their converfation, even 
with women, by happy quotattons eof Greek gnd 
Latin; and who have contracted fuch jeiseifffliarity 
with the Greek and &oman er that they call 
them by certain names or epithets denoting intimacy. 
Asold Homer ; that fly rogue Harace ; Mas, inftead. 
of Virgil ;and Nafe, inftead of Ovid. Thefe are 
often imitated by coxcombs, who lave io learning 
at cll; but who have got fome names, and fome 
{craps of antient authors by"heatt, which they im- 
properly and impertinently retail in all companies, 
in hopes of paffing for fcholars, If} therefore, you 
would avoid the accufation of pedantry on one hand, 
or the fufpicion of ignorance on the other, abftain 
from learned oftentation. Speak the language of 
the company you are in; {peak it “purely, and un- 
larded with any other. , Never feem wifer, ner more 
learned, than the pedple you are withe Wear your 
learning, a your watqh, in a privgte pocket; and 
do not pull 5t out, and ftnike it, m@rely to fhow that 
you havé one. If ypu are afked what o'clock it is, 
tell it ; but do not proclaim it hourly an@ unatked, 
like the watchman. 

Upon the whole, remember that learning (I mean 
Greck anf Roman learning) is a’ moft ufeful and 
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neceffary ornament, which it is fhameful not to be 
mafter of; but, at the fame time, moft carefully 
avoid thofe errors and abufes which I have mene 
tioned, and which too often attend it. Remember 
too, that great modern “knowledge 19 fia}] more 
neceffary thar anticnt; and that you had better 
know perfectl$ the prefent, than the old ftate of 
Europe Mereugh I would have you well acquainted 
with both. 

J have this ngoment received your letter of she 
7th Nn. 8. Thoifeh, I confefs, there 15 no great 
variety in your,prefent magner of life, yet materials 
can neve® be wanting for a Ictter; you {ec, you 
hear, or you read, fomething new every day; a 
fhort account of wficli, with your reflections there- 
upon, will make out a letjer very well. But, fince 
youg/defire a fubjects pray fend me an’ account of 
the Lutheran eftabhifhment in Germany; their re- 
ligious teficts, their church-government, the main- 
tenance, authority; and titles, of their Clergy. 

Vittoria Sint, ‘complete, is a yery fcarce and very 
dear book here ; but Ido not want it. If your own 
library grows toe voluminou§, you will not know 
what to doowith it, when 3ou leave reps: Your 
heft way will be¢ when you go away fram thence, to 
fend to England, by Hamburgh, ali the b&oks that 
you do rfat abfolutely want. Yours. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXL, 


Bath,eMarch the 1ft, O.S. 1748. 
DEAR -Boy, 


By Mr. Harte’s letter to Mr. Grevenkop, of the 
2ift February, N.S. I find that you haateen a 
great while without ceiving any lAters from me ; 
bug, by this time, I dare fay, you think yeu have 
received enough, and poffibly, mre than You have 
read; for J am not only a frequent, but a prolix 
correfpondent, 

Mr. Harte fays, in that letter, that he leoks upon: 
Profeflor Mafcow to be one of the ableft men in 
Eurgpe, in treaty and political knowledge. I am 
extremely @lad of it: for that 4s wifat J would have 
you particularly apply to, and make yourfelf perfect 
mafter of. The treaty part you muft chiefly acquire 
by reading the treaties themfelves, and the hiftories 
and memoirs relative to them: not But that inquiries 
and converfations, upon thofe treaties, will hglp you 
greatly, and imprint ehem better ip yopr mind, In 
this caurfe of reading, do not perplex gourfelf, at 
firft, by thel multitude of infighificent treaties which 
are to be found in the Corps Diplomasique ; but fick 
fo the material ones, wich altered the ftate of 
Europe, agi made a new arrangement among the 
great powers: fuch,as the treaties of Munfter, 
Nimeguerf, Ryfwick, and Utrecltt, 

But 
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But there is one part of political knowledge whick 
is only to be had by enquiry and converfation; that 
is, the prefent ftate of every Pewer in Europe, with 
regard to the three importapt points of Strength, 
Revenue, aad Commercé. You will, therefure, do 
well, while you are in Germnany, to inform yourfelf 
carefully of the military force, the revenues, and the 
comifivme,of every Prince and State of the Empire ; 
and to write down thofe informations ina little book, 
kept foe that particular purpofe. To give you a jpes 
cimen of what I mean. 

The aie of Hanover. 

The revenue 1s about £.£00,000 a year. 

The mulitary eftablifhment, in time of war, nay 

be about 25,600 men; but that is the utmoft. 

The trade is chiefly linens, exported from Stade. 

There are colirfe woollen manufacturés fur home- 

confumption. 

The nines of Hartz produce about £100,000 in 

filver, annually. 
Such information you may‘very eafily get, by proper 
inquixies, of every State in Germany, if you will 
but prefer ufeful to frivolous conyerfations. 

There are many Pnnces in German » who keep 
very few or no twoops, unlefs upon th approach of 
danger, or for the fake of profit, by letting them out 
for fubfidies, to great Powers: in that cafe you wil] 
inform yourfelf what number of troops they could 
raife, either for their own defence, or furnifh to other 
Powers for fubfidies. 

There 
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There is very little-‘trouble, and an infinite ufe, 
in acquiring this knowledge. It feems to me even 
to be a more entertaiging fubyect, to talk upon, than 
la pluie et le beau tems. 

Though I am fenftble ¢hefe things cannot be 
known with the utmoft exactnefs, at leaft by you; 
yet you may, however, get fo rear the truth, that 
the difference will be very immaterial. 

Pray let me know if the Roman Catiiclic worfhip 
% tolerated in Saxony, any where but at Court; and 
if public mafs-houfes are allowed Any wheve elfe in 
the Electorate. Are the regulat Romith Clergy al- 
lowed ; and have they any convents ?¢ 

Are there any military Orders in Saxony, and 
what ? Is the Whute Eagle a Saxon or a Polith Or- 
der? Upon what occafion, and when was it founded? 
What number of Knights ? 

Adieu ! God blefs you; and may you tura out 
what I with! 





LETTER CXLIV. 


Bath, March the oth, O. 8. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


I MUSJ, from timg to time, remind you of what 
Z have often recommended to you,-and of what 
you c@not attend to too mach; facrifice to the 

Graces. 
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Graces, The different effects of the fame thing:, 
faid or done, when accompanied or abandoned by 
them, is almoft inconceivable, They prepare the 
way tothe heart; and the heart has fuch an in- 
fluence over the underganding, that it, is worth 
while to engage it in our intereft. It is the whole of 
woinen, who are ghidcd by nothing elfe ; and it has 
fo mygh to fay, even with men, and the ableft men 
too, at euamonly triumphs in every ftruggle 
with the underftanding. Monfieur de la Rochefou 
cault, Inghis Ma&jms, fays, that Pe/prit eff fouvent la 
dupe de caur, If hé had faid, inftead of fouyent, 
prefque toujours, | fear he would have been nearer 
the truth. This bemg the cafe, aim at the heart. 
Intrinfic merit algne*will not do: it will gain you 
the general efteem of all; but not the particular af- 
fection, that ig, the,heart, of any. Tu.engage the 
affection of any particular perfon, you muft, over 
and above your general merit, have fome particular 
merit to that perfon, by’ fervices done, or offered ; 
by expreffions of regard and efteem; by complaif- 
ance, attentions, €c. for him: and the graceful 
mannér of doing all Thefe tlrings opens the way to 
the heart, ahd facilitates, or rather infures, their 
effects; Frons your ownedbfervation, reflect what 
a difagreeable impreflion an awkward addrefs, a 
flovenly figure, an ungtaceful manner of {peaking, 
whether Ruttering, muttering, monotony, or drawl- 
ing; an unattentive behaviour, Se, make upon 
you, at fir Gght, ina ftranger, and how they pre- 
jedice you againf{t him, though, for aught you 
know, 
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know, he may have great intrinfic fenfe and merit. 
And refle@, on the other hand, how much the op- 
pofites of all. thefe things Prepofiefs you, at firft 
ffght, in favour of thofe who enjoy them. You with 
to find all good quilittes in them, and are’ in fome 
degree difappointed if you do not. A thoufand little 
things, not feparately to be defined, confpire to 
form thefe Graces, this je ne fai quii, tha hat always 
pleafes. A pretty perfon, gentegk ‘motions, a 
proper degree of drefsy_ an harmonious voice, fome- 
thiffle open and chearful in tlie gountenapce, but 
without laughing; a diftinét “ind properly-varied 
manner of* {peaking : al? thefe.thimgs, and many 
others, are neceflary ingredients in the compofi tion 
of the pleafing ye ne fear quoi, which every body feels, 
thongl nobody can defcribe. Obferve carefully, 
then, what.difpleafes or pteafes, youein others ; and. 
be perfuaded, that, in general, the fame things will 
pleafe or difpleafe them in you. Having mentioned 
laughing, I muft-particutaely warn you againft it: 
and I could heartily wifh, that yoy may often be 
feen to {miley but never heard to laugh while you 
live. Frequent and loud laughter is the chafacter- 
iftic of folly and il- -manners; it %s tlfe manner in 
which the mob exprefs their filly joy, at fflly things ; 
and they, calMt being merry. In sy mind, there is 
nothing fo illiberal,- aud efo ill-bred, as audible 
Iughter. ‘True wit, or fenfe, never yet made any 
body laugh’; they are above if: they pleafe the 
mind, and give a chéarfulnefs to the countenance. 
But it is low béffoonry, or filly accidents, « . that 
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always excite laughter; and that is what people os 
fenfe and breeding fhould fhow themfelvas above. 
A man’s going to fit down, in the fuppofition that 
he has a chair behind him, and falling down upon 
his breech for want of one, {ts 4 whole company a 
Jaughing, when all the wy in the world would not 
do it; a plaintproof, in my mind, how low and un- 
peas ab laughing is. Not to mention the 
difagreeable meoife that it ‘makes, and the fhocking 
diftortion of the face that it occafions. Laughter 1 ig 
eafily refgrained, ‘Ry a very little reflection ; but? as 
it is generally connetted with the idea of gaiety, 
people do, not enough atterid to its abfurdity. Tam 
neither of a melancholy, nor a Cynical difpofition ; 
and am as willing, and as apt to be pleafed as any 
body ; but I am fure that, fince I have had the full 
ufe of my reafon, ngbodf has ever heard me laugh. 
Many pcople, at farft from awkwardnefs and mau- 
vaife honte, have got a very difagieable and filly 
trick of laughing, whénever they fpeak: and I 
know a man of very good parts, Mr. Waller, one 
cannot fay the commoneft thing without laughing 
which*makes thofe, who do hat know him, take ae 
at firft for a hatural fool. This, ahd many other very 
difagreable® habits, are ovfing to maivvaife honte at 
their firft fetting out in the world.” They are 
afhamed i jn company, an fo difconcerted that they 
do not know what they do, and try cad 
tricks to keep themfelves i in countenance ; which 
tricks afterwards grow habitual to them. «Some put 
their fingers in thgir nofe, others fcratoh their, 
head, 
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head, others twirl their hats; in fhort, every awk- 
ward, ill-bred body has his trick. But the fre- 
quency does not juftify the thing; and all thefe 
vulgar habits and awkwardneffes, though not crimi- 
nal indeed, are moft carefiflly to be guarded againit, 
as they are great bars in the way of theaart of pleafing. 
«Remember, that to pleafe, is almoft to prevail, or 
at leaft a neceffary previous ftep to it.. 6t, who 
have your fortune t@ make, fhould’ more particu- 
dary ftudy thisart. You had not,,I muf tell you, 
when you left England, ks gatieres prévenantes 3 
and J muft,confefs they are not very common in 
England : but I hope that your good fenfe Will make 
you acquire them abroad. If you defiré to’make 
yourfelf confiderable in the worl (as, if you have 
any {pirit, you do) it mpft be entirely your own 
doing: for’I may very poffibly be out of the world 
at the time you come into it, Your own rank and 
fortune will not affift yous your merit amd your 
manners can, alone, 'raife you to figure and fortune. 
T have Jaid the foundations of them, “by the educa- 
tion which I have given you; but you muft build 
the fuperftru@ture yourdelf. 

I muft now apply to you for fome ,infermations, 
which I dare {fay you can, and whfich I defire you 
will give ime. 

Can the Elector of Saxony put any of his fubjects 
to death for ghigh treafon, without bringing thenf 
firft to theig trial ia fome public Court of Jaftice ? 

‘Can he, ly his own authority, confine any fub- 
ject in prifon as long as he pleafeg, without trial? 

«Vox. IL. Cc Can 
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Can he banith any fubje&t out of his dominions 
by his own authority ? 

Can he lay any tax whatfoever upon his fubjects, 
without the confent of the States of Saxony ? and 
what are thofe States? how are they elected ? what 
Orders do they confift of ? do the Clergy make part 
of them ? and-when, and how often, do they meet ? 

If tow Labjects of the Eletor’s are at law, for an 

eftate fituated in the Electorate, in what Court mutt 
this fuit be tried? and will the deciiion of that Court 
be final,“ or does there lie an appeal to the Imperial 
Chamber at Wetzlaer ? 

What do you call the two Chief Courts, or two 
Chief Megiftrates, of civil and criminal juftice ? 

What.is the cummon revenue of the Ele&orate, 
one year with another? 

What number of troops does the Blector now 
maintain? and what is the greateft number that the 
Electorate is able to maintain ? ? 

Tdo not expect to have all thefe queftions anfwered 
at once ; but you will anfwer them in proportion as 
you get-the neceffary and authentic informations. 

You are, you fee, my “German Oracle; and I 
confult yeu with fo much faith, that you need not, 
like the Oracley of old, Feturn ambiguous ani{wers 5 
efpecially as you have this advantage cver them, too, 
that I oaly confult you about paft, and prefent, but 
not about what is to come. 

I with you a good Eaftes-fair at Leypfig. See? 
with attention, all the fhops, drolls, turAblers, rope- 
dancergyand boc genus.ormne ¢ but inform youtfelf more 
particularly of the feveral parts of trade there. Adiev. 

LE@TER 
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London. March.the 25th, O. S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


T aM in great joy at the wrtten arid the verbal 
‘accounts which I have received lately of yoy, The 
former from Mr. Harte ; the latter, from Mr. Treva- 
nion, who is arrived here: they confpire to convince 
‘methat you employ your time well &t Leipfg. Iam 
glad to find you confult your dwn intereft and your 
owt pleafifre fo much; ‘for the knewledge which 
you will acquire in thefe two years, is equally necef- 
fary for both. Iam likewife partjcularly pleafed to 
find, that you turn yourfelf to that fort of know- 
ledge which is more pectiliarly negeffary for your 
deftination’: for Mr. Harte tells me you have read, 
with attention, Caillieres, Pequet, and Richelieu’s 
Letters. The Memoirs of the Cardinal de Retz will 
both entertain and inftrugt you: they relate to a 
very interefting period of the French Hiftery, the 
Miniftry of Cardinal Mazarin, during the Minority 
of Lewis XIV. The characters of the Confiderable 
people of that time are deewn, in a ¢hort, ftrong, 
and mafterly manner; and the political reflections, 
which. are moft of them printed in Italics, are the 
jufteft that ever I met with: they are not the la- 
boured reflections of a fyftematical clofet politician, 
who, withdut the leaft ‘experience of hufinefs, fits 
at’ home, and writes maxims; but they are the re- 

Ca fiecticns 
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fle&tions which a great and able man formed, from 
long experience, and practice in great bufinefs. 
They are true conclufions, drawn from facts, not 
from fpeculations. 

As Modern Hiftory is particularly your bufinefs, 
I will give you fome rules to direct your ftudy of it, 
It begins, properly, with Charlemagne, in the year 
800. But as, in thofe times of ignorance, the 
Priefts and Monks were almoft the only people that 
could or did write, we have fcarcely any hiftorie: of 
thofe times but fuchtas they have been pleafed to 
give us, which are compounds of ignorafice, fuper- 
ftition, and party zeal. So that a general notion of 
what is rather fuppofed, than really knowr to be, 
the hiftory of the five or fix following centuries, 
feems to be fufGicient : asd much time would be but 
ill-employed in a minute attention to thofe legends. 
But referve your utmoft care, and moft diligent en- 
quiries, ‘for the fifteentr century, and downwards. 
Then Learning began to revive, and credible hif- 
tories to be written; Europe began to take the form, 
which, to fome degree, y ftill retains: at leaft the 
foundations of*the prefent ‘great Poweis of Europe 
were then‘laid. Lewis the Eleventh Made France, 
in truth, a Monarchy, or as he ufed_to fay himfelf, 
Ja mit hors de Page. Before hus time, there were in- 
dependent provinces in France, as the Dutchy of 
Brittany, Fc. whofe Princes tore it te pieces, and 
kept it in conftant domefttc confufiony Lewis the 
Eleventh reduced all thefe pettyy6tates, by fraud, 
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force, or marriage: for he fcrupled no meazs to 
obtain his ends. 

« About that time, Ferdinand King of Arragon, 
and Ifabella his wife, flucen of Caftile, united the 
whole Spanith Monarchy, ‘and drove the Moors out 
of Spain, who had til then kepte poffeffion of 
Grenada. About that time too, the-Houfe of 
Auftria laid the great foundations of its falffequent 
power; firft, by the enarriage of Maximilian with 
thesHeirefs of Burgundy ; and then by the paareiage 
of his fon Philip, Archduke of Atftna, with Jane, 
the. daughter of Ifabella, Queen pf Spain, and 
Heirefs of that whole kingdom, and of the Weft 
Indies. By the firft of thefe marriages, the Houfe 
of Auttria acquired the Seventeéh Provinces ; and 
by the latter, Spain and America; all which cen- 
tered in the perfon of Charles the F ifth, fon of the 
above-mentioned Archduke Philip, the fon of Max- 
imilian. It was upon accoynt of thefe mi&rriages, 
that the following Latin diftich was made : 


Bella gerant alu, Tu felix Auftria nube, 
Nam que Mars alits, dat tibi regna Venus. 


This immehfe power, which the Emperer Charles 
the Fifth found himfelf poffeffed of Sgave him a de- 
fire for univerfal powey (for people never defire all 
ti] they have gotten a great deal) and @larmed 
France: thig¢fowed the, feeds of” that jealoufy and 
enmity, which, ave fleurifhed ever fince between 
thofe two gtegiflMMeyers.. Afterwards the Houfe'of 

Wmeed by the tuvifion made by 
C.3 Charles 
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Charles the Fifth of its dominions, between his fon 
Philip the Second of Spain, and his brother Ferdi- 
nand ;.and has ever fince been dwindling to the 
weak condition in which it now is. This is a moft 
interefting part of the hiftory of Europe, of which 
it is abfolutely* neceflary that you fr ould be exactly 
and minutely informed. 

There are in the hiftory of moft countries, ceitain 
very remarkable awras, which Meferve more particu- 
lar enqdiry and-attention than the common rur of 
hiftory. Such is the Revolt of the Seventeen Pro- 
vinces, in the reign of Phelip the Secone of Spain ; 
which ended in forming the prefent Republic of the 
Seven Urfired Provinces ; whofe independency was 
firft allowed by ‘Spain at the treaty of Munfter. 
Such was the extraordinary Revolution of Portugal, 
in the year 1640, in‘favour of the prefent Houfe of 
Braganza. Such is the famous Revolution of Swe- 
den, when Chriftian the Second of Denmark, who 
was alfo King gf Sweden, was driven out by Gufta- 
vus Vafa. And fuch alfo is that memorable ara in 
Denrflark, of 1660; when,the ftates of that king- 
dom made @voMntary furrerfder of all their rights 
and libertits to the Crown; and changed that free 
State into the moft abfolute monarchy now in 
Europe. The 4a Regia, upon that occafion, are 
worth your perufing. Thefe remarkable periods of 
Modern Hiftory deferve your particuar attention, 
and moft of them have been treat fingty by gapd 
Eiftorians, which are worth reading. The 
Revolutions of Sweden and of pat are moft 
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admirably well written by l'Abbé de Vertot; they 
are fhort, and will not take twelve hours reading. 
‘Bhere is another book which very well deferves your 
looking into, but not worth your buying at prefent, 
becaufe ft is not portable : if you can borrow, oF 
hire it, you fhould; and that, is, °L’Hifoire des 
Yraités de Paix, in two volumes, folio, which make 
part of the Corps Diplomarique. You will there find 
a fhort and clear hiftofy, and the fubftance of every 
treaty made in Europe, during the laft sentury, 
from the Treaty of Vervins. ‘Fhree parts in four of 
this book are not worth your readings as they relate 
to treaties of very little importance ; but, if you 
fele&t the moft confiderable ones, I read ther with ate 
tention, and take fome notes, it will be of great ufe 
to you. Attend chiefly to thofe in which the great 
Powers of Europe are the parties ; fuch as the Treaty 
of the Pyrenées, between France and Spain; the 
Treaties of Nimeguen and-Ryfwick: but, above all, 
the Treaty of Munfter fhoutd be mptt circamttan- 
tially and mynutely. known to you, as almoft every 
treaty made fince has fome reference to it. Fof this, 
Pere Bougeant is the beft book yol& cafi read, as it 
takes in the thirty years War, which epréceded that 
treaty. The treaty itfelf, which is fade a perpetual 
law of the Empire, comes in the courfe of your lec- 
tures upon the Jus Publicum Imperii. 

In order © fernith you with rhaterials for a letter, 
and at thedatne time td inform both you and myfelf 
‘of what it is  righgpthat we fhould know, pray aniwer 
me the following queftions. 
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How many companies are there in the Saxon regi- 
ments of foot ? 

How many men in each company ? 

How many troops in the regiments of horfe and 
dragoons; and how many men in each? 

What number of commiffioned znd non-commif- 
fioned Officers in a company of foot, or in a troop 
of horfe or dragoons? N.B. Non-commiffioned 
Officers are all thofe below Ehffigns and Cornets. 

What, is the «daily pay of a Saxon foot foldéer, 
dragoon, and trooper > 

What are the feveral ranks of the Rtat Mayor- 
Général? N.B. The Etat Major-Général is every 
thing above Colonel. The Auftrians have no 
Brigadters, and the French have no Major-Generals 
in their Etat Mayor. What have the Saxons? 

Adieu ! 








LETTER CXLVI. 


London, March the 27th, O. S. 1748. 
Deae Boy, 
THIS little packet will be delivered t you by one 
Monfieur Duval, who is going to she fair at 
Leipfig. He is a jeweller, origipally' of Geneva, 
but who has been ‘fettled here thefe eight or ten 
years; 
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Years, and a very fenfible fellow: pray be very civil 
to him. 

e As l advifed you, fome time ago, to inform your- 
felf of the civil and military eftablifhments of as 
many of the Kingdomis an@ States of Europe as you 
fhould either be in yourfelf, or be able to get au- 
thentic accounts of, I fend you here a little book, 
in which, upon the article of Hanover, have 
pointed out the fhort gnethod of putting down thefe 
anfgrmations, by way of helping your memosy. The 
book being lettered, you can immediatel¥ turn to 
whatever article you want; and, by adding inter- 
leaves to each letter, may extend your neinutes to 
what particulars you pleafe. You maygget fuch 
books made any where; and appropriate each, if 
you,pleafe, to a particular object. I have myfelf 
found great utility in this method. “If I had known 
what to have fent you by this opportunity, I would 
have doneit. The F rench fay, Que les pewts préfens 
entretiennent Tamitié, et que les grands Paugmentent ; 
but I could not recollect that you wanted any thing, 
or at leaft any thing that you cannot get as well at 
Leipfig as here. Do eit continue todeferve, and 
{ affure you that you fhall never want any thing I 
can give. 

Do not apprehend that my being out of employ- 
gnent may be any prejudice to you. Mawy things 
will happesy before you can be fit for bufinefs ; and, 
when you are fit, whatever my fituation may be, 
at will alwhys be in my power to help you in your 
firft eps; afterwards, you muft help yourfelf by 

your 
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your own abilities. Make yourfelf neceffary, and, 
inftead of foliciting, you will be folicited. . The 
thorough knowledge of foreign affairs, the interefts, 
the views, and the manners of, the feveral Courts in 
Europe, are not the cominon growth of this coun- 
try. It isin your power to ‘acquire them; you have 
all the means. Adieu! Yours, 


LETTER CXLVIL 


London, April the 1ft, O.S. 1748. 


Dear Boy, 


E WAVE not seccived any letter either fromm you or 
from Mr. Harte thefe three pofts, which I imoute 
wholly toaccidents between this place and Leipfig ; 
and they are diftant enough to admit of many. I 
always take it for eranted that you are well, when I 
do not hear to the contrary ; befides, as I have often 
told you, I am much more afixipus about your do- 
ing well, than, about your being well ; and, when 
you do not writ, I will {uppofe t that you are doing 
fomething more uwfeful. Your health will continue, 
while your temperance continues; and, at your age, 
Nature takes fufficient care of the body, provided 
the w loft te herfelf, and that-imtermperanee, on om 
band, or medicines on the other, do not break int 
upon her, But it iss by no means-fo with the mind, 

which, 
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hich, at your age particularly, requires great and 
conftant care, and fome phyfic. Every quarter of 
ag hour, well or ill employed, will do it effential 
and lafting good or hagm. It requires, alfo, a great 
deal of exercife, to bring # to a ftate of health and 
vigour. Obferve the difference thege is between 
minds cultivated and minds uncultivated, and you 
will, I am fure, think that you cannot take too 
much pains, nor empley too much of your time in 
the,culture of your own. A drayman is pgobably 
born with as good organs as Milton, Lé&cke, or 
Newton; Dut, by culture, they are much more 
above him than he is above his horfé. Sametimes, 
indeed, extraordinary geniufes have brokgn out by 
the force of nature, without the affiftance of educa~ 
tion, but thofe inftances are too rare for any body 
to truft #0; and even they would® make a much 
greater figure, if they had the advantage of educa- 
tion into the bargain. If _Shakefpeare’ s ggnius had 
been cultivated, thofe beauties, which we fo juftly 
admire in him, would have been “Sundifgraced by 
thofe extravagancies, and that nonfenfe, with which 
they are frequently accompanied. Pgople are, in 
general, what they are made by education and com- 
pany, fiom fifteen to Five-and-tyehty ; ; confider 
well, therefore, the importance of your next eight 
gr nine years; your whvule depends upon ghem. {I 
will tell you, fincerely, my hopes and fears Cony 
cerning ygu. I think,you will be a good. {cholag, 
and that y®u: will acquire a confiderable ftock of 
knowledge of, various kinds;, but I fear that you 
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neglect what are called little, though in truth thes 
aye very material things; I mcan, a gentlenefs of 
Manners, an engaging addrefs, anJ an infinuating 
behaviour ; they are real and folid adv. antages, and 
‘none but thofe who do aot Know the world, treat 
them as trifles. I am told that you fpeak very 
quick, and not diftinétly ; this is a moft ungraceful 
and difigreeable trick, which you know I have told 
you of a thoufand times: prgy attend carefully to 
the correction of it. An agreeable and diftingt 
manner of {peaking adds greatly to the matter ; ‘and 
I have known many a very good {peech unregarded, 
upon account Uf the difagreeable manner in which 
it has been delivered, and many an indifferent one 
applauded for the contrary reafon. Adieu. 





* LETTER CXLVIII. 


London, April the sth, O. S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


THoucu I have no lettters from you to acknow- 
ledge fince my lef to you, I will not Iri three pofts 
go from hence without a letter from me. My af- 
fection always prompts me 40, write to you, and I 
am encouraged to do it, ‘by the hopes that my let- 
ters are not quite ufelefs. You will prebably re- 
ceive this in the midft of the diverfions ‘of Leipfig 
fair; at which, Mre Harte tells me, that ydu are to 

fhine 
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{fine in fine clothes, among fine folks. I am very 
glad of it, as it is time that you fhould begin to be 
fosmed to the manners of the world in higher life. 
Courts are the beft {chgols for that fort of learning. 
You are beginning now witl# the outfide of a Court; 
and there is not a more gaudy one thanthat of Sax- 
ony. Attend to it, and make your obfervations up- 
on the turn and manners of it, that you may hereaf- 
ter compare it with otver Courts, which you will 
fee.. And, though you are not yet able to pe in- 
fonned. or to judge of the political condact and 
maxims of that Court, yet you may remark the 
forms, the ceremonies, and the exterfr figte of it. 
At leaft, fee every thing that you can fee, and 
know every thing that you can knew of it, by afk- 
ing queftions. See likewife every thing at the fair, 
from operas and plays, down to the S€voyards raree- 
fhows. Every thing is worth feeing once: and the 
more one fees, the lefs one either wonderg or ad- 
mires. 

Make my compliments to Mr. Blarte, and tell 
him that I have juft now received his letter, for 
which I thank him. J dm called away. and my let- 
ter is therefore very much fhortened. ‘Adieu. 

I am impatient to reBtive youg &nfwers, ta the 
many queftions I have afked you. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXLIX. 


London, Aprilehe 26th, O.S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


Tam extremely pleafed with your continuation of 
the Heftory of the Reformation; which is one of 
thofe important eras that deferve your utmoft atten- 
tion, ¢nd of which you cannot be too minutely in- 
formed.° You have, doubtlefs, confidered the caufes 
of that great event, and obferved that. difappoint- 
ment ané refehtment had a much greater fhare in it, 
than a religious zeal, or an abhorrence of the errors 
and abufes of Poyery. 

Luther, an Auguftin Monk, enraged that his 
Order, and cohfequently himfelf, had net the ex- 
clufive privilege of felling indulgences, but that the 
Dominicans were let into afhare of that profitable 
but infamous trade, turns reformer, and exclaims 
againft the abufes, the corruption, and the idolatry, 
of the Church of Rome; which were certainly grofs 
enough for him,to have feendong before, but which 
he had at Jeaft acquiefced in, till what he called the 
Rights, that is the Profits of his Order came to be 
touched. It is true, the Church of Rome furnifhed 
him ample matter for complaint and reformation, 
and he laid hold of it ably. This feerns to me the 
true caufe of that great and neceflary work : but! 
whatever the caufe was, the effect wag good ; and 
the Reformation fpread itfelf by its own truth and 

fitnefs 


TO HI6 SON. qr 


&tnefs ; was confcientioufly received by great num- 
bers in Germany, and other countries ; and was foon 
afterwards mixed up with the politics of Princes: 
and, as it always happens in religious difputes, be- 
came the {pecious covering of injuftice and ambi- 
tion. 

, Under the pretence of crufhing Herefy, as it was 
called, the Houfe of Auftria meant to extend and 
eftablith its power in the Empire: as, on the other 
hand, many Proteftant Princes, under the pretence 
of extirpating Idolatry, or at leaft of fecurieg Tole- 
ration, meant only to enlarge their own dominions 
or privileges. Thefe views refpectivety, agiong the 
Cluefs on both fides, much more than true, religious 
motives, continued what were called the Religious 
Wars in Germany, almoft uninterruptedly, till the 
affits of the two Religions were finelly fettled by 
the treaty of Munfter. 

Were moft hiftorical events traced upto their 
true caufes, I fear we fhoukl not find them’ much 
more noble, nor difinterefted, than &uther’s difap- 
pointed avartce; and therefore I look with fome 
contempt upon thofe refining and fagacious Hifto- 
rians, who afcribe- all, even the’ moft common 
events, to fome deep polaical caufe ; whereas man- 
kind is made up of inconfiftencies, and no man acts 
invariably up to his predominant character. Tha 
wifeft man fometimes acts weakly, and the weakeft 
fometimes wifely. Qur jarring paffions, our vari-. 
able humotys, nay our greater or leffer degree of 
health agd fpirits, produce fuch contradictions -ig, 

2 our 


32 LORD CHESTERFIELD'’S LETTERS 


our conduct, that, I believe, thofe are the oftenezt 
miftaken, who afcribe our actions to te moft feem- 
ingly obvious motives; and I am convinced, that a 
light fupper, a good night’s fleep, and a fine morn- 
ing, have fometimes made a hero of the fame man, 
who by an indigeftion, a seftlefs night, and a rainy 
morning, would Rave proved a coward. Our beft 
conjectures, therefore, as to the true {prings of ac- 
tions, are but very uncertain; and the actions 
themfelves are all that we muft pretend to know 
from H-ftory. “That Czefar was murdered by twen- 
ty-three confpirators, I make no doubt: but I yery 
much doubt, that their love of liberty, and of their 
country, was their fole, or even principal motive ; 
and I dare fay that, if the truth were known, we 
fhould find that many other motives at leaft con- 
curred, even .n the great Brutus himfelf; fuch as 
pride, envy, perfonal pique, and difappointment. 
Nay, I cannot help carrying my Pyrihonifm full 
farther, and extending it often to hiftorical facts 
themfelves, ai leaft to moft of the circumftances 
with which they are related: and every day’s expe- 
rience confirms me in tHis hiftorical incredulity. 
Do we ever hear the moft recent fact related exactly 
in the fame way. by the feveral people who were at 
the fame time eye-witneffes of it? No. One mif- 
takes, another mifreprcfents ; and others warp it 2 
little to their own turn of mind, of private views. 
A man who has been concerned in a tranfaction 
will not write it fairly; and a man who has not, 
cannot. But, notwithftanding all this uncertainty, 

Hiftory 
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Hiftory is not the lefs neceffary to be known, as 
the beft hiftories are taken for granted, ‘and are the 
feequent fubyects both of converfation and writing. 
Though I-am convigced that Czfar’s ghoft never 
appeared to Brutus, yet I fhould be much afhamed 
to be ignorant of that fact, as relatayl by the Hif- 
torians of ‘thofe times. Thus the Pagan theology is 
univerfally received as matter for writing and con- 
verfation, though believed now by nobody ; and we 
talk of Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, &c. as Gods, «hough 
we:know that, if they ever exifted at all, it Was only 
as mere mortal men. This hiftorical Pyrrhonifm, 
then, proves nothing againft the ftudy ard know- 
ledge of Hiftory; which, of all other feudies, 18 
the moft neceflary for a man wRo is to live in the 
wgrld. It only points out to us, pot to be too 
decifive and peremptory; and to be cautious how 
we draw inferences for our own practice, from re- 
mote faéts ‘partially or ignorantly related; ef which 
we can, at beft, but imperfeétly guels, and cer- 
tainly not know the real thotives. The teftimonies 
of Antient Hiftory muft neceflarily be weaker, than 
thofe of Modern, as alt teftimony gwws, weaker and 
weaker as it'is more and more remote from us. I 
would therefore advife you to ftudy Qnifent Hiftory, 
in general, as other people do; that is, not to be 
ignorant of any of thofe faéts which are unsverfally 
received upofi the faith of the beft Hiftorians; and 
whether trae or falfe, you have them as‘other people 
have them. * But Modern Hiftory, I mean pattieu:. 
larly that’ of the thtee laft centuiies, ‘is what I wotlk 

Vor. I D have 
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have you epply te with the greateft attention and ex 
aétnefs, There the probability of coming at the 
truth is much greater, as the teftimonies are much 
more recent; befides, anecdotes, memoirs, and ori- 
ginal letters, often come to the aid of Modern 
Hiftory. The beft Memeirs that I know of are 
thofe of Cardinal de Retz, which I have once before 
recommended to you; and which I advife you to 
read more than once with attention. There are many 
political maxims: in thefe Memoirs *, moft of which 
@re printed in Italics ; pray attend to, and remember 
them. I never read them but my own, experience 
corfirme the ‘truth of them. Many of them feem 
trifling to people who are not ufed to bufineis ; but 
thofe who are, feel the truth of them. 

It is time to put an end to this Jong rambling let- 
ter; in which, if any one thing can be of nfe to you, 
it will more than pay the trouble I have taken to 
write it., Adieu! Yours. 


a md 
LETT#ER CL. 


~ondon, Mey the roth, O.S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


I RECKON that this letter will find you juft re- 
turned from Drefden, where you have made your 
fir Court Ceravanne. What inclination for Courts 


* The Maxims here mentioned are inferted, with a tranile- 
tion, “wt the end of the fourth valume. 
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this tafte of them may have given you, I cannot tells 

but this I think mylelf fure of, from. your good 
{enfe, that, in leaving Drefden, you have left difli- 
pation too; and have refumed, at Leipfig, that ap- 
plication, which, if you ls&e Courts, can alone eng- 
ble you to make a good figure at them. A tere 
Courtier, without parts or knowledge, is the moft 
frivolous and contemptible of all Beings; as, on the 
other hand, a man ofparts and knowledge, who ac- 
quires the eafy and noble manners of a Courg, is the 
moft perfect. It is a trite, common-placé obferva- 
tion, that Courts are the feats of falfehood and diffj- 
mulation, That, like many, I right efay, moft 
common-place obfervations, is falfe. Falfghood and 
diffimulation are certainly to be found at Courts ; 
but where are they not to be found ? Cottages have 
them, as well as Courts; only with? worfe mannets, 
A couple of neighbouring farmers in a village will 
contrive and practice as many tricks, to qver-reach 
each other at the next mafket, or to fupplant each 
other in the favour of the ‘Squife, as any two 
Courtiers can do to fupplant each other in the favour 
of their Prince. Wédétever Poets may write, or 
fools believe, of rural innocence and truth, and of 
the perfidy of Courts, th®s is moft gntoubtedly true 
~—that Shepherds and Minifters are Bith men; thei¢ 
nature and paffions the fame, the moté of them 
only diferent. 

Having, t mentioned commen- ~place obfitevations;. d: 
will partidularly cgntion you againit. either sifing, 
believing, or approving them. . ‘Fhey.eme the com 

Da tad 
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Rion topics of witlings and coxcombs; thofe who 
teally have wit, have the utmoft contempt for them, 
and {corn even to laugh at the pert things that thofe 
would-be wits fay upon fuch fybjects. 

Religion is one of thei? favourite topics 3 it is all 
prieft-craft ; and an inventién contrived and carried 

on-‘by Priefts, of all religions, for their own power 
and profit: from this abfurd and falfe principle flow 
the common-place, infipid jokes and infults upon 
the Clergy. With thefe people, every Prieft,, of 
every relfgion, is either a public or a concealed un- 
believer, drunkard, and whoremafter ; «whereas I] 
conceive*.hat Priefts are extremely like other men, 
and neither the better nor the worfe for wearing a 
gown or a furplices; but, if they are different from 
other people, probably it is rather on the fide of 
religion and morality, or at leaft decency, fram 
their education and manner of life. 

Another common topic for falfe wit; and cold 
raillery, is Matrimony. Every man and his wife 
hate each othr cordially,« whatever they may pre- 
tend, in public, to the contrary. The hufband 
certainly wifhes, his wife at the devil, and the wife 
certainly eyckolds her hufband. Whereas I prefume 
that men and their wives neither love nor hate each 
ether the mor@, upon account of the form of matri- 
éjony which has'been faid over them. The cohabi- 
tation. indeed, which 1s the confequente of matti- 
mony, ‘makes them either Joye or hate more, ac- 
térdingly as they refpectively deferve it; but, 
that: wobkd.: be .exactly the fame, between any 

man. 
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man and woman, who lived together without being 
married. 
» Thefe, and many other common-place reflestions 
upon nations, or profeffions, in general (which are 
at leaft as often falfe as trfe) are the poor refuge ‘of 
people who have neither wit not ingention of therr 
own, but endeavour to fhine in ‘company by fecond~ 
hand finery. I always put thefe pert jackanapefes out 
of countenance, by booking extremely grave, when 
they expect that I fhould laugh at their pleafantries ; 
and by faying well, and fo; as if they had‘hot done, 
and that the fting were full to come, This difeoh- 
certs them ; as they have no refources in themifelves, 
and have but one fet of jokes to liveupom. Men of 
parts are not reduced to thefe $hifts, and have the 
autmoft contempt for them: they find proper fubjects 
enough for either ufeful or lively converfations ; they: 
can be witty without fatire or common-place, ang 
ferious without being dull. The frequentation of 
Courts checks this petulancy af manners; the gond- 
breeding and circum{pt¢tion whi&h are neceffary; 
and only to be learned there, correct thofe pegtnefies. 
I do not doubt but that you aregimproved in your 
manners, by the fhort vifit which you have made'at 
Drefden ; and the other*Courts, which-Fintend that 
you fhall be better acquainted with, will, gradually’ 
{mooth you up to the higheft pelith. IngCoures, za. 
verfatility bf genius, and a doftnefs of manners, are: 
abfolutely neceflary ;, which-fome people maiftake for 
‘abject flattery, and having, no opinion ofene’sowid 
whereds it is only the decent.and: ~gentdebmkhnds 
D3 0 
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of inaintaining your own opinion, and poffibly of 
bringing other people to it. The manner of doing 
things is often more important than the things them- 
felves; and the very fame thipg may become either 
pleafing, or offenfive, by the manner of faying or 
doing it. Mamriam fuperabat cpus, is often faid of 
works of Sculpture; where, though the materials 
were valuable, as filver, gold, éc. the workman- 
fhip was ftill more fo. This koids true, applied to 
manners; which adorn whatever knowledge or parts 
people my have; and even make a greater impref- 
fidn, upon nine in ten of mankind, then the in- 
trinfic valfie of the materials. On the other hand, 
remember ‘that what Horace fays of good writing is 
juftly applicable to*thofe who would make a good 
figure in Courts, and diftinguifh themfelves in the 
fhining parts’of life ; Sapere ¢f principium et fons. A 
man who, without a good fund of knowledge and 
parts, adopts a Court life, makes the moft ridiculous 
figure imaginable: He is a machine, little fuperior 
to the Court clock ; and,‘ as this points out the 
hours, he points out the frivolous employment of 
them. He is, at oft, a comment upon the clock ; 
and, accordiag to the hours that it ftrikes, tells you, 
now it is levee, new dinner, now fupper-time, &e. 
he end, which I propofe by your education, and 
which (ifeyou pleafe) I fhall certainly attain, is, to 
unite in you all the knowledge of a ScHolar, with 
the manners of a Courtier; and to. joing what is 
feldom. joined in. any of my countrymen, Books-and 
the World. They are commvaly twenty years old 
2 before 
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before they have fpoken to any body above their 
Schoolmafter, and the Fellows of théir college. If 
they happen to have learning, it is only Greek and 
Latin; but not one word of Modern Hiftery, or 
Modern Languages. Thus prepared, they go abroad, 
as they call it; but, in truth, they ftay at home all 
that while: for being very awkward, confoundedly 
afhamed, and not fpeaking the languages, they ge 
into no foreign compapy, at leaft none good; but 
dige and fup with one another only at thé tavern. 
Such examples, I am fure, you will note imitate, 
but even carefully avoid. You willalways take care 
to keep the beft company im the place where you 
‘are, which is the only ufe of travelling: and (by the 
way) the pleafures of a Gentlergam are only to be 
found in the beft company ; for that riot which low 
company joft falfely and impudentfy call pleafuse, 
1s only the fenfuality of a fwine. 

I atk hard and uninterrupted ftudy from-you, 
but one year more; after® that, you fhall have, 
every day, more and more time for your amufements. 
A few hours each day wilk them be fufficient for 
application; and the ,otHers cannot be better em- 
ployed than-im the pleadsres ofgood company. 

Adieu, 


D4 LETTER 
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LETTER CLI 


London, May the 17th, O.S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


I RECEIVED, yefteiday,*your letter of the 16th, 
N.S, and have, in‘confequence of it, written, this 
day, to Sir Charles Williams, to thank him for all 
the. civilities he has fhown yoy. Your firft fetting 
out at Court has, I find, been very favourable; and 
his- Polit. Mayeffy has diftinguifhed you. I hope 
you received that mark of diftinction wath refpect 
and withdteadinefs, which is the proper behaviour 
of a man of fafhion. People of a low, obfcure 
education cannot @and the rays of Greatnefs ; they 
are frightened out of their wits when Kings and 
great men fpebk to them; they are awkward, 
afhamed, and do not know what nor how to an- 
{wer : whereas /es honnétes gens are not dazzled by 
fuperior rank : they know-and pay all the refpeét 
that is due to it; but they do it without being dif- 
concerted ; and can converfe juft as éafily with a 
King, as with any one of his,fubjects. That is the 
great advantage of being introduced ‘young into 
good company, and being ufed early to converfe 
with one’s fuperiors. How many men have I feen 
here, who, after having had the full benefit of an 
Englith education, firft at {chool, and then at the 
univerfity ; when they have been prefented to the 
King, did not know whether they ftood‘upon their 
heads or their heels! If the King {poke t6 them, 

they 
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titey were annihilated ; they trembled, endeavoured 
to put. their hands in their pockets, and miffed 
them ; let their hats fall, and were afhamed to take 
them up; and, in fhort, put themfelves in every 
attitude but the right, that s, the eafy and natural 
one. The characteriftic sof a well-bred man is, to 
converfe with his inferiors withoit infolence, and 
with his fuperiors with refpect, and with eafe. He 
talks toKings without cqncern ; he trifles with women 
of the firft condition, with familiarity, gaiety, , but 
refpect ; and converfes with his equals, whether he 
is acquainted with them or not, upon general, com- 
mon topics, that are not, however, qfite fravolous, 
Without the leaft concern of mind, or awkwardnefs 
of body ; neither of which can appear to advantage, 
but when they are perfectly eafy. 

“The tea- -things which Sir Charles*Williams has 
given you, I would have you make a prefent of to 
your Mamma, and fend them to her by, Duval, 
when he returns, You owe her not only duty, but 
likewife great obligationss for her cate and tender- 
nefs; and corifequently cannot take too many op-~ 
portunities of fhowing your gratitudg. 

I am impatient to’ receive your account, of Dref- 
den, and likewife your @nfwers toght many quef- 
tions that I afked you. 

Adieu for this time, and God blefs you!, 


LETTER 
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LETTER CLI. 


London, May tke 27th, O.S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


"FHIs and the two next years make fo important 2 
period of your life, that I cannot help repeating to 
you my exhortations, my cemmands, and (what I 
Repe evil be fill more prevailing with you than 
either) ‘my carneft entreaties to employ them well. 
Every moment that you now lofe, is fo much eha- 
racter aad advantage loft ; as, on the other hand. 
every moment that you now employ ufefully, is fo 
much time wifely laid out, at moft prodigious in- 
tereft. Thefe two years muft lay the foundations of 
alt the knowledge that you will ever have; you may 
Wald upon them afterwards as much as you pleafe, 
but it well be too late to lay any new ones. Let me 
Beg of you, therefore, to grudge no labour nor 
pains to acquite, in time; that ftock of knowledge, 
without which you never can rife, but muft make a 
very infignificent figure im the world. Confider 
your own fituation ; you have not the advantage of 
rank and fortune to bear you up; F thal’, very pro- 
bably, be out of the world, before you can properly 
be faid to be in it, What then will you have to 
rely on but your own merit ? That alohe muft raife 
you, and that alone will raife you, if you have but 
enough of it. I have often heard and‘read of op- 
preffed and unrewarded merit; but I havé oftener 

(i might 
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(I'might fay always) feen great merit make its way, and 
meet with its reward, to a certain degree at leaft, in 
fpite of all difficulties. By merit, I mean the moral 
virtues, knowledge, and manners; as to the moral 
virtues, I fay nothing to ybu, they fpeak beft for 
themfelves, nor can I fufpéét that they want any re- 
commendation with you; I will therefore only affure 

you, that without them you will be moft unhappy. 
As to knowledge, I dave often told you, and I 
am perfuaded you are thoroughly cgnvinced,e how 
abfolutely neceffary it is to you, whatever yottr def 
tinatron mayebe. But, as knowledge has 2 moft ex« 
tenfive meaning, and as the life of man is nt long 
enough to acquire, nor his mind capable of enter- 
taining and digefting all parts of kifowledge, I will 
point out thofe to which you fhould particularly ap- 
ply, and which, by application, you may make 
yourfelf perfeél mufter of. Claffical knowledge, that 
is, Greek and Latin, 1s abfolutely neceffary for every 
body; becaufe every body has agreed to think and 
call it fo. And the word :Aiterate, in*its common 
acceptation, means a man who is ignorant of thofe 
two languages. You arm by this twne, I hope; 
pretty near mafter of both; fo that a {mall part of the 
day dedicated to them, for two years nore, will make 
you perfect in that ftudy. Rhetoric, Logic, 2 little 
Geometry, and a general notion of Aftrononty priuit, 
in their turns, have their hours too; not that-E define 
you fhould tre deep in any one of theft ;' but-it is ft 
you fhould: lufow fomething of then: all. The know: 
ledge more particularly-ufefsl and necefiaty for you; 
confidering 
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confidering your deftination, confifts of Modern 
Languages, Modern Hiftory, Chronology, and 
Geography ; the Laws of Nations, and the sus pub- 
licum Imperi. You mutt abfolutely {peak all the 
modern languages, as' purely and correctly as the 
natives of the refpective countries : for whoever does 
not {peak a language perfectly and eafily, will newer 
appear to advantage in converfation, nor treat with 
others in it upon equal terms. As for French, you 
hava it very well already ; and muft neceflarily, from 
the usiverfal ufage of that language, know it better 
and better every day ; fothat I am in po pain about 
that. eGerman, J fuppofe, you know pretty well by 
this time, and will be quite mafter of it before you 
leave Leipfig : at leaft I am fure you may. Italian 
and Spanifh will come in their turns, and indeed 
they are both fo-eafy, to one who knows Latin and 
French, that neither of them will coft you much 
time oy trouble. Modern Hiftory, by which I mean 
particularly the Hiftory of the laft three centunes, 
fhould be fhe object of your greateft and conftant 
attention, efpecially thofe parts of it which relate 
more immedjately to the. great Powers of Europe. 
This ftugy you will carefully conneét with Chrono- 
logy and Gegzraphy; that is, you will remark and 
retain the dates of every important event; and al- 
ways yead with the map by you, in which you will 
conftantly look for every place merttioned : this is 
the ‘only way of retaining Geography; for, though 
it is {oon learned by the lump, yet, When only fo 
learned, is ftill fooner forgot. 

Mannessy 
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‘Manners, though the laft, and it may be the 
leaft, ingredient of real merit, are, however, very 
far from being ufelefs in its compofition; they 
adorn, and give an additional force and luftre to 
both virtue and knowledge. They prepare and 
{mooth the way for the pregrefs of botp; and are, 
I fear, with the bulk of mankind, more engaging 
than either. Remember, then, the infinite advan- 
tage of Manners; cultigate and improve your own 
to ghe utmoft: good fenfe will eee the great 
rules to you, good company will do the reft.e Thus 
you fee how,much you have to do: and how little 
time to do it in: for, when you are thidwn gut into 
tfie world, as in a couple of years you muft be, the 
unavoidable diffipation of company and the necef- 
fary avocations of fome kind of bufinefs or other, 
will leave you no time to undertake thew branches 
of knowledge: you may indecd, by a prudent allot- 
ment of your time, referve fume to complete and 
finith the building ; but you will never find enough 
to lay new foundations. Ishave fuch an opinion of 
your underftafding, that I am convinced you are 
fenfible of thefe truths; afd that, hoyever hard and 
laborious your prefest uninterrupted application may 
feem to you, you will rather increafq tlian leffen it. 
For God’s fake, my dear bey, do not fquander 
away one moment of your time, for every moment 
aay be now ufefully employed. Your future fos- 
‘tune, charagter, and figure in the world, entirely 
depend upor your ufe or abufe of the next.two 
Fears. Ifyou do but employ them well,’ what Indy 

you 
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you not reafonably expeét to be, in time? and if 
you do not, what may I not reafonably fear you 
will be? You are the only one I ever knew of this 
country, whofe education was, from the beginning, 
calculated for the department of foreign, affairs: in 
confequence of which, if you will invariably purfue, 
and diligently qualify yourfelf for that object, you 
may make yourfelf abfolutely neceflary to the Go- 
vernment, and, after having received orders as a 
Minifter abroad, fend orders, in your turn, as, Se- 
cretary of State at home. Moft of our Minifters 
abroad have taken up that department occafionally, 
without haviiig ever thought of foreign affairs be- 
fore; many of them, without {peaking one foreign 
language; and,all of them without the Manners 
which are abfolutely neceflary towards being well 
received, ani making a figure at foreign Courts. 
They do the bufinefs accordingly; that is, very ill: 
they never get into the fecrets of thofe, Courts, for 
want of infinuation afid addrefs: they do not guefs 
at their views, for want of knowing their interefts ; 
and, at laft, finding themfelves very unfit for, foon 
grow weary of their commiffions, and are impatient 
to return “home; where they are but. too juftly laid 
afide and neglected. dEvery man’s converfation 
may, if you oLeale, be of ufe to you: in this view, 
every public event, which is the common topic of 
converfation, gives you an opportunity of getting 
fome infortnation. For example ; the preliminaries 
of peace, lately concluded at Aix-la-Gt pelle, will 
be the common fubjedt of moft converfations ; in 
which 
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which you will take care to afk the proper queftians; 
as, what is the meaning of the Affiento contraé&t far 
N egroes, between England and Spain; what the an- 
nual fhip; when ftipulated; upon what account 
fufpended, &%c. You Willy likewife, inform your- 
felf about Guaftalla, now, given to Don Philip, to- 
gether with Parma and Placentia whom they be- 
longed to before; what claim or pretenfions Doa 
Philip had to them; what they are worth: in fhort, 
every thing concerning them. The ceflions made 
by the Queen of Hungary to the King of Sardinia 
are, by thefe preliminaries, confirmed and fecured 
to him: you will enquire, therefore, What they are, 
and what they are worth. This is the kind of know- 
ledge which you fhould be moft thoroughly maftér 
of, and in which converfation will help you as much 
as books: but both are beft. There are hiftories of 
every confiderable Treaty, from that of Weftphalia 
to that of Utrecht, inclufively ; all which I would 
advife you to read. Pere Béugeant’s, of the Treaty 
of Weftphalia, is an excellent one; tkofe of Nime- 
guen, Ryfwick, and Utrecht, are not fo well writ- 
ten; but are, however, very ufeful. L’Hifloire des 
Traités de Pax, in ¢wo volumes folio, which I re- 
commended to you fome time ago, is a book that 
you fhould often confult, when you hear mention 
made of any treaty concluded in the feventeenth 
century. 

Upon the whole, if you have a mind to be con- 
tiderable, and to fhine hereafter, you, muft labour 
hard now. No quicknefs of parts, no vivacity, will 

do 
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@olong, or go far, without a folid fund of know- 
Jedge: and that fund of knowledge will amply repay 
all the pains that you can take in acquiring it. Re- 
fle& ferioufly, within yourfelf, upon all this, and 
afk yourfelf, whether Ian have any view, but your 
intereft, in qll that I recommend to you. It is the 
refult of my experience, and flows from that tendey- 
nefs and affection with which, while you deferve 
them, I fhall be Yours. 
Make my compliments to Mr. Harte, and teil 
him, tRat I have received his letter of the a4th, N.S. 








LETTER CUI. 


London, May the 31ft, O. S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


I HAVE received, with great fatisfaction, your 
letter of the 28th, N.S.‘from Drefden; it finithes 
your ‘fhort but clear account of the Reformation ; 
which is ope of thofe interesting periods of Modern 
Hiftory, that cannot be too mich ftudied nor too 
minutely knowa by you. There are many great 
events in Hiftory, which, when once they are over, 
leave things in the fituation in which they found 
them. As for inftance, the late war’; 3 which, ex- 
cepting the eftablifhment in Italy for Don Philip, 
leaves things pretty much in flatu quo; £' mutual ref- 
titutibn of all acquifitions being ftipulattd by the 

prelimi- 
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preliminaries of the peace. Such events undoubt- 
edly deferve your notice, but yet not fo minutely 
as thofe, which are not only important in them- 
felves, but equally (or it may be more) important 
by they canfequences too: df this latter fort were, 
the progrefs of the Chirftian Religionein Europe; 
the invafion of the Goths; the divifion of the Ro- 
man Empire into Weftern and Eaftern; the ef- 
tablifhment and rapid progrefs of Mahometanifm ; 
and, laftly, the Reformation; all which evente pro- 
duced the greateft changes in the affairs of Furope ; 
and to one ar other of which, the prefent fituation 
of all the parts of it is to be traced up. 

Next to thefe, are thofe events which more im- 
mediately affect particular Statcs “and Kingdoms, 
and which are reckoned merely local, though their 
influence may, and indeed very often does, indi- 
rectly, extend itfelf further; fuch as civil wars, and 
revolutions, from which a total change in the 
form of government frequently flows. ‘The, civil 
wars in England, in the reign of King Charles I, 
produced an entire change of the Government here, 
from a limited Monarchy’ to a Commonyealth, at 
firft, and afterwardsto abfolute power, ufurped by 
Cromwell, under the pretence of Protection, and the. 
title of Protector. 

The Revolution, in 1668, inftead of changing, 
preferved oursfurm of government; which King 
Fines IT. intgided to fubvert, and eftablith abfolute 
power in the Crown, 
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Thefe.are the two great epochas in our Engliffh 
Hiftory, which I recommend to your p:rticular at- 
tention. 

The league formed by the Houfe of Guife, and 
fomented by the artitices of Spain, 1s a moft maternal 
part of the hiftory, of Frafce. The foundation of 
it was laid in the reign of Henry If; but the fuper- 
ftructure was carried on through the fucceffive 
reigns of Francis II. Charles$X. and Henry III. till 
at late it was eru(hed, partly with the arms, but 
more by the apoftacy, of Henry IV. 

In Germany, great events have been frequent, by 
which fhe Imperial dignity has always either gotten 
or Joft: and fo far they have affected the conftitu- 
tion of the Empire. The Houfe of Auftria kept 
that dignity to itfelf for near two hundred years, 
during which time it was always attempting to e«- 
tend its power, by encroaching upon the rights and 
privileges of the other States of the Empire ; till, at 
the end of the dellum tricennale, the Treaty of Mun- 
fter, of which France % guarantee, fixed the re- 
{pective claims. 

Italy has been conftantly torn to pieces, from 
the time: of the Goths, hy the Popes and the 
Anti-popes, fiverally fupported by other great 
Powers of Europe, more as their intereft than 
as their ‘religion led them: by the pretenfions 
alfo of France; and the Houfe of Auftria, upon 
Naples, Sicily, and the Milanefe; mot to men- 
tion the Yarious leffer caufes of {quibbles there, 

for 
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for the little States, fich as Ferrara, Parma, Mont- 
ferrat; &e. 

The Popes, till lately, have always taken a con- 
fiderable part, and had’greay influence, in the affairs 
of Europe: their Excojnmunications, Bulls, and 
Indulgences, ftood inftead of armtes, in the times of 
ignorance and bigotry ; but now that mankind is 
better informed, the {piritual authority of the Pope 
is not only lefs regarded, but even defpifed, by the 
Catholic Princes themfelves; and ‘his Hobinels is 
actually little more than Bifhop of Rome, with 
large temporalities; which he is not dikely,to keep 
Jonger than till the other greater Powers in Italy 
fhall find their conveniency in taking them from 
him. Among the modern Popes, Leo the Xth, 
Alexander the Vith, and Sixtus Quintus, deferve 
your particular notice; the firft, among other 
things, for his own learning and tafte, and for his 
encouragement of the reviving Arts and Sciences in 
Italy ; under his proteétign, the Greek and™Latn 
Claffics were moft excellently tranflated into Italian ; 
Painting flourifhed and arrived at its perfection 5 
and Sculpture came, fo ‘near the anfients, that the 
works of his time, both ingmarble and bronze, are 
called Antico Modernc. 

Alexander the VIth, together with his natural fon, 
Caefar Borgia, was famous for his wickednefs; in 
«xhich he, and his fon too, furpaffed all imagination. 
Their lives afg weli worth your reading. They were 
poifoned themfelves by the poifoned wine which 
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they had prepared for others: the father died of it, 
but Ceefar recovered. 

Sixtus the Vth was the fon of a Swineherd; and 
raifed himfelf to the Popedony by his abilities: he 
was a great knave, but an able and a fingular one. 

Here is Hiflory enough for to-day ; you fhall have 
fome more foon. Adieu! 








LETTER CLIV. 


London, June the 21ft, O.S. 748. 
Dear Boy, 


Your very bad enunciation runs fo much in my 
head, and gives me fuch real concern, that it -vilt 
be the fubjeét of thig,.and, I believe, of many 
more Fetters. , I congratulate both you and mficlf, 
that I was informed of it (as I hope) in time to pre- 
vent it; and fhall ever think mytelf, as hereafter 
you will, Iam ture, think yourfelf, infinitely obliged 
to Sir Charles Williams, for informing me of it. 
Good God! if this ungraecful and difagreeable 
manner of fpeaking had, either by your negligence 
or mine, become habitual to you, as in a couple of 
years more it would have been, what a figure would 
you have made in company, or ina pubisc affembly } 
Who would have liked you in the one, oy have at- 
3 tended 
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tended to you in the other? Read what Cicero and 
Quintilian fay of Enunciation, and fee what a ftrefs 
they lay upon the gracefulnefs of it; nay, Cicero 
gocs farther, and even maintains, that a good figure 
rs neceffary for an Oratof®; and, particularly, that 
he muft not be vafds; that is, evergrown and 
clumfy. He fhows by it, that he knew mankind 
well, and knew the powers of an agreeable figure 
and a graceful manneg. Men, as well as women, are 
Teuch oftener led by their hearts, than by their un- 
derftandings. The way to the heart is, thorough 
the fenfes, pleafe their eyes and their ears, and the 
work is half done. I have frequently knoven a man’s 
fortune decided for ever by his firft addrefs. If it 
is pleafing, peopled are hurried voluntarily into a 
perfuafion that he has a merit, which poffibly he 
has not ;.as, on the other hand, if it is ungraceful, 
they are immediately prejudiced againft him, and 
unwilling ‘to allow him the gmeiit which, it may be, 
he Has. Nor is this fentiment fo unjuft an 
fonable as at firft it may*feem; for,“if a man has 
parts, he muft know of what infigite confequence it 
1s to him to havea graceful ne of fpeaking, 
and a genteel and pleafing addrefs: he will cultivate 
and improve them to thé utmoft. e Your figure is a 
good one; you have no natural defects in the organs 
of {peech ; your addrefs may be engaging, .and your 
manner of ‘{peaking graceful, if you will; fo that, 
if they are not fo, neither I, nor the world, can 
afcribe ig t8 anything but your want of parts, What 
is the conftant and juft obfervation as to.all the 
E 3 actors 
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actors upon the ftage ? Js it not, that thofe who have 
the beft fenfe always fpeak the beft, though they 
may happen not to have the beft vo:ces? They will 
{peak plainly, diftinétly, and with the proper em- 
phafis, be their voices ever fo bad. Had Rofcius 
fpoken quick, thick, and ungracefully, 1 will anfwer 
for it, that Gicero would not have thought him 
worth the o1ation which he made in his favour. 
Words were given us to communicate our ideas by ; 
and there muft be fomething inconceivably abfurd. 
in uttering them in fuch a manner, as that either 
people cannot underftand them, or will not defire, to 
underftapd thein. I tell you truly and fincerely, that 
I fhall judge of your parts by your {peaking gracefully 
or ungracefully. If you have parts, you will never 
be a€‘reft till you have brought yourfelf to a habit 
of {peaking most gracefully : for J aver, that it is in 
your power. You will defire Mr. Harte, that you 
may read aloud to him every day; and that he will 
Apigtrupt and correct you every time that you read 
too fatt, “do net abferve the proper ftops, or lay ‘a 
wrong emphafis. You will take care to open your 
teeth when you fpeak ; to articulate every word dif- 
tinctly,; and to beg of Mr. Harte, Mr. Eliot, or 
whomever you {peak to, to remind and ftop you, 
ifever you fall into the rapid and- unintelligible 
mutter. You will even read aloud to yourfelf, and 
tune your utterance to your own ear; and read at 
fir touch flower than you need to do, i order to 
correct yourfelf of that fhameful trick ef {peaking 
fafter than you ought. In fhort, if you think 
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right, you will make it your bufinefs, ‘your ftudy, 
and your pleafure, to fpeak well. Thereforé, what 
I have faid in this, and in my laft, is more than 
fufficient, if you have fenfe; and ten times more 
weuld not be fufficient if you have not: fo here 
I reft it. 

Next to-.graccful fpeaking, a genteel carriage, 
and a graceful manner of prefenting yourfelf, are 
extremely neceflary, dor they are extremely en- 
secing; and carelefsnefs in thefe jpoints is. much 
more unpardonable, in a young fellow, thaw affec- 
tation. It, fhows an offenfive indifference about 
pleating. I am told by one-here, who has é&en you 
Tately, that you are awkward in your motions, .and 
negligent of your perfon : Iam fomry for both ; and 
fo will you, when it will be too late, if you continue 
fo fome time longer. Awkwardnefs° of carriage is 
very alienating ; and a total negligence of drefs, and 
air, is an impertinent infult upon cuftom and fafhign. 
You remember Mr. * * * ‘very'well, I rel 
you mutt confequently remember his@xtreme awk- 
wardnefs ; which, I affure you, has been a great 
clog to his parts and mérit, that hgve, with much 
difficulty, but barely counterbalanced it at. laf 
Many, to whom I have férmerly cemmended him, 
have anfwered me, That they were fure he could 
not have parts, becaufe he was fo awkward’; fo 
much are people, as I obferved to you before, taken. 
by the eyeg Women have great influence, as' to a 
nian’s fafhi@nable character; and an awkward stati 
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will never have their votes; which, by the way, 
are very numerous, and much oftener counted than 
weighed. You fhould therefore give fome attention 
to your drefs, and to the gracefulnefs of your mo- 
tions. I believe, indeed, that you have no perfect 
model for either at Leipfig, to form yourfelf upon ; 
but, however, do not get a habit of neglecting 
either: and attend properly to both, when you go 
to Courts; where they are very nece‘fary, and where 
you wil have good mafters, and good models for 
both. ‘Your exercifes of riding, fencing, and danc- 
ing, will civilize and fafhion your body and your 
limbs, end give you, if you will but take it, Pair 
d’un bonnéte.dgomme. 

I will now coficlude, with fuggefting one reflec- 
tion to you; which is, that you fhould be fenfible 
of your good fortune, in having one who interefts 
nunfelf enough in you, to enquire into your faults, 
24 order to inform you of them. Nobody but my- 

uld be fo folicitous, either to know or cors 
re&t them; “fo that you might confequently be 
ignorant of them yourfelf; for our own felf-love 
draws a thick weil between us and our faults. But 
when you hear your’s from me, you may be fure 
that you hear ¢hem froth one who, for your fake 
only, defires to correct them; from one, whom you 
cannot fufpect of any partiality bat in your favour ; 
and from one who hearty wifhes that his care of 
you, as a Father, may, in a little time, gender every 
care unneceflary but that of a Friend. ‘Adieu. 
P.5, 
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P.S. I condole with you for the untimely and 
violent death of the tuneful Matzel *. 


* The Editor being in poffeffion of the original of the fol- 
Joying Letter and Copy of Verfgs, which are fo very appofite 
to the fubjeé&t mentioned in the Poftcript, thinks that they may 
be agreeable to the Public, although not written by the late 
€arl of Chefterfield, and already inferted in the fourth volume 
of Dodfley’s ColleGion. 


Letter by Sir Chfrles Hanbury Williams. 


To Philip Stanhope, Efquire, then%t Leipfig, 
Dear Stanhope, Drefden, the roth June, 1748. 


A CURSED large, frightful, blood-thirfty? horrible, fierce 
black cat got into my room, on Saturday night; and yefterday-~ 
morning we found fome few remains of Matzel; but traces 
enough to prove he had been murdered inthe night by that in- 
fernal cat. Stevens cried; Dick curfed and fwore; and I ftood 
dumb with grief, which I believe would hav® choaked me, if 
I had not given vent to it in the following Ode; which I have 
addieffed to you, to make you the only amends in my power for 
the lofs of fenfible, obedient, harmonious Matzel. 





- To Philip Stanhope, Efquire. 


Upon the Death of Matzel, a favourite Bulfinch, that was mine, 
and whiclrhe,had the reverfion of, whenever I left Drefden. 





Fongar indns 


I. 
TRY not, my Stanhope, ‘tis in vain, 
To Stop yeur tears, to hide your pain, 
4)r check your honeft rage : 
Give f and revenge their {cope ; 
My ppefent joy, your fiituxe hope, 
Lies murder'd in his cages 


Musere. 
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NH. 
Matzel’s no more—-Ye Graces, Loaves, 
Ye Linnets, Nightingales, and Doves, 
Attend th’ untimely bier; 
Let every forrow be expreft, 
Beat with your wings each mournful breaft, 
And drop the nat’fal tear. 


HY, 

For thee, my Bird, the facred Nine, 
‘Who lov'd thy tuneful notes, dhall join 
In thy fanereal verfe 

My painful tdtk fhall be to write 
Th’ eternal dirge which they indite, 
And hang it on thy hette. 


IV. 
In height of fong, in beauty's pride, 
By fell Grimallin’s claws he died ; 
But vengeance fhall have way : 
On pains and torture Mh iefine ; 
Yet, Matzel, that one death of thine 
His nine will ill repay. 


V. 
“TestaLloy'd, in vain J mourn, 
My bird, who, never to return, 
Is fled to happier fhades; 
Where Letbiq, fhall for him prepare 
‘The place moft charming and moft fair 
Of all ty Elyfiam glades. 


VI 

There fhall thy notes in cyprefs grove 
Sooth wretched ghofts that died for love. 

There fhall thy piaintive firain 
Lall impious Phadra’s endlefs grief, 
To Procrig.yield fome thort relief, 

And foften Dido's pain, 

LETTER. 
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LETTER CLY. 


London, July the 1ft, O. 5. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


I AM extremely well pleafed with the courfe of 
ftudies which Mr. Harte informs me you are now in, 
and with the degree of application which he affures 
mg, you have to them. It is your intereft to do fo, 
as the advantage will be all your own? My affection 
for you makes me both with and endeavour that you 
may turn out well; and, according as you go turn 
out, I fhall be either proud or afhamed of you. But 
as to mere intereft, in the commog acceptation of 
the word, it would be mine that you ghould turn 
out ill; for you may depend upon it, ethat whatever 
you have from me fhall be moft exactly propor- 
tioned to your defert. Deferve a great deal, and you 
fhall have a great deal; defemve little, and you fhall 
have but little ; and be good for nothing. . 
I affure you, you fhall have noting at all. 

Solid -knowledge, as I have often told you, is the 
firft and great. foundation of your future fortune and 
character ; for I né¢ver mention to you the two much 
greater points of Religion and Morality, becaufe I 
cannot poffibly fufpect you as to either ofthem. This 
folid knowledge you are in a fair way of acquiring; 
you may, if fou pleafe; and, I will add, that ne- 
boty ever the means of acquiring if more .' 
their pow€r than you have. But remember, that 

Manners 
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Manners muft adorn Knowledge, and fmooth 
way through the world. Like a great rough dia-~ 
mond, it may do very well in a clofet, by way of 
curiofity, and alfo for its intrinfic value ; but it will 
never be worn, nor fhine, if it ts not polifhed. It 
Is upon this.article, I canfefs, that I fufpe&t you the 
moft, which makes me recur to it fo often; for J 
fear that you -are apt to fhow too little attention to 
every body, and too muchcontempt to many. Be 
convinced, that there are no perfons fo infigntficant 
and irfeonfideiable, but may, fome time or other, 
and in fome thing or other, have itin their power to 
be of rfe to you; which they certainly will not, if 
you have once fhown them contempt. Wrongs ate 
often forgiven,-but contempt never is. Our pride 
remembers it for ever. It implies a difcovery of 
weakneffes, Khich we are much more careful to 
conceal than crimes. Many a man will confefs his 
crimes to a common friend; but [never knew a man 
would tell his filly weaknefles to his moft in- 
timate one-as many a friend will tell us our faults 
without referve, who will not fo much as hint at cur 
follies : that difcovery is too mortifying to our felf- 
love, either to tell another, or to be told of one’s- 
felf. You mu‘t, theref6re, never expect to hear of 
your weaknefles or your follies, from any body but 
; thofe I will take pains to difcover, and when- 
ever I do, fhall tell you of them. 

Next to Manners, are exterior grags of perfon 
and addrefe; which adorn Manners, a Man-ers 
adoin Knowledge. To fay that they pleafe, engage, 

and 
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and charm, as they moft indifputably do, is faying, 
that one fhould do every thing poflible to acquire 
them. ‘The graceful manner of {peaking is, parti- 
cularly, what I fhall always hollow in your ears, as 
Hotfpur hollowed Mortimrte Henry IV; and, like 
him too, I have a mind te have a Starling taught to 
lay, (peak diftinctly and gracefully, and fend him yous: 
to replace your lofs of the unfortunate Matzel: who, 
by the way, I am told, gpoke his language very dif- 
timétly and gracefully. 

As by this time you muft be able to write Ger- 
man. tolerably weil, I defire you will not fail to 
write a German letter, in the German character, 
ofice every fortmeht, to Mr. Grevenkop: which 
will make it morc familiar to you, end enable me to 
judge how you improve in it. 

Do not forget to anfwer me the queftions which f 
afked you a gicat while ago, in relation to the con- 
ftitution of-Saxony; and alfo ihe meaning of the 
words Landfaffit and Amptfifit. 

I hope you do not forget to enquiretrifo the af- 
fairs of Trade’and Commerce, nor to get the beft 
accounts you can, of thé commodities and manu- 
factures, exports apd imports, of the feveral coun- 
tries where you may be,“ afd their ggofs value. 

I would likewife have you attend to the refpedctive 
Coins, gold, filver, copper, &c. and their value, 
compared with our Coins; for which purpofe, I 
would adv¥— you to put up, in a feparate piece of 
paper, off pice of every kind, wheres#er you thall 
be, writing Upon at the name apd value. Such 2 

collection 
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collection will be curious enough in itfelf; and that 
fort of knowledge will be very ufeful to you in your 
way of bufinefs, where the different value of money 
often comes'in queftion. 

I am going to Cheltesiham to-morrow, ‘lefs for my 
health, which is pretty gobd, thar for the diffipa- 
fion and amufement of the journey. I ‘hall ftay 
about a fortnight. * 

L’Abbé Mably’s Droit de ’ Europe! which Mr. 
Hiarte is fo kind as to fend me, is worth your, read- 
ing. Adieu. 








LETTER CLVI 


Cheltenham, July the 6th, O.S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


YOUR =Lsksol-fellow, Lord Pulteney +, fet out 
Jaft week for Holland, and will, I believe, be at 
Leipfig foon after this lettci : you will take care tu 
be extremely civil to him, and to do him any fer- 
vice that you can, whilecyou ftay there; let him 
know that I wrote to you to do fo. As being older, 
he fhould know more than you; in that cafe, take 
pains to-get up to him; but, if he dogs not, take 
care not to let him feel his inferiority. le will find 


* Only child of the Right Hon, William Pulteney, Earl of 
Bath. He died before Ins father. 
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it out of himfelf, without your endeavours; and. 
that cannot be helped: but nothing is more infult- 
ing, more mortifying, and lefs forgiven, than 
avowedly to take pains to make a man feel a mortify- 
ing -inferidrity in knowledfe, rank, fortune, <r. 
In the two laft articles iteis unjuft, they not being 
in his power; and in the firft, it as both ill-bred and 
ill-natured. Good-breeding, “nd good-nature, do 
incline us rather to help and raife people up to our- 
felves, than to mortify and deprefs them: and, in 
truth, our own private intercft concurs in #, as it 
is making ourfelves fo many friends, inftead of fo 
many enemies. The conftant practice of what the 
French call Les Attentions, is a moft neceffary in- 
gredient in the art of pleafing; they flatter the felf- 
love of thofe to whom they are fhown; they en- 
gage, they, captivate, more than things of much 
greater unportance. The duties of focial life, every 
man is obliged to difcharge ; but thefe Atrentions 
are voluntary ats, the free-twill i 
breeding and good-nature; they are ved, re~ 
membered, ahd returned as fuch. Women, partie 
cularly, have a right to them: and any omiffion, in 
that refpeét, ‘is downright ill-breeding. 

Do you employ your wifole time jp the moft ufe- 
ful manner? I'do not mean, do you ftudy all day 
long? nor do I require it. But I mean, do’ you 
make the ragit of the refpective allotments of your 
time ? Whyfe you ftudy, is it with attention ? When 
you diverfourfelf, is it with fpirit ?. Your diver- 
fions may, if you pleafe,’ employ fome part of yous 
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time very ufefully. It depends entirely upon the 
mature of them. If they are futile and fmvolous, it 
is time worfe than.loft, for they will give you an 
habit of futility. All gaming, field-fports, and 
fuch fort of amufements, where neither -the under- 
fianding nor the fenfes have the leaft fhare, I look 
wpon as ‘frivolous, and as the refources of little 
minds, who either d@ not think, or do not love to 
think. But the pleafures of a man of parts either 
flatter the fenfes, or improve the mind; I hope, at 
leaft, that there is not one minute of the day in 
which you do nothing at all. Indétion, at your 
age, is unpardonable. 

Tell me what Greek and Latin books you cah 
now read with eafe. Can you open Demofthenes at 
a venture, and underftand him ? Can you get through 
an Oration of Cicero, or a Satire of Horace, with- 
out, difficulry ? What German book do you read, to 
make yourfelf mafter of that language? And what 
Fe do you’ read for your amufement ? 
Pray £ <¢ a particular and true account of all 
this; for Tam not indifferent as to any one thing 
that relates to you, As fér example; I hope you 
take great care to keep your whole perfon, particu- 
larly your mouth, very clean : cothmon decency re- 
quires it; befides that great cleanlinefs is very con- 
ducive to health. But, if you do not keep your 
mouth excefliyely clean, by wafhing: it carefully 
every morning, and efter every meal, Wt will not 
only be apt,to {mell, which is very difeyfting and 
midecent 3° but your teeth will decay and ach, which 
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as both a great lofs and a great pain. A -fprucenefs 
of drefs is alfo very proper at your age ; as the neg- 
ligence of it implies an indifference about pleafing, 
which does not become a young fellow. To do 
whatever you do at all toethe utmoft perfection, 
ought to be your aim, atethis time of your life: if 
you can reach perfection, fo much the better; but, 
at leaft, by attempting it, you%will get much nearér, 
than if you never attempted it at all. 

Adieu! Speak gracefully and diflinétly, if you in- 
tend to converfe ever with Yours, 


P, S. As I was making up my letter, I rgceived 
yours of the 6th, N.S. I like your differtation 
upon Preliminaiy Articles, and Tyaces. Your de- 
finitions of both are true. Thofe are matters of 
which I would have you be mafter; they belong to 
your future department. But remember too, that 
they are matters upon which you will much oftener 
have occafion to fpeak thamté write; and that, con- 
fequently, it is full as neceflary to {peabempi y 
and diftinétly upon them, as to write clearly and 
elegantly. I find no autlrority among the antients, 
nor indeed among the moderns, for indiftiné& and 
unintelligible utterahce. ‘The Oracles indeed meaned 
to be obfcure ; but then it was by the ambiguity of 
the expreffion, and not by the.inarticulation of the 
words. For,,if people had not thought, at leaft,, 
they underftgod them, they would neither have fre- 
quented ngfeprefented them as they did. ‘These. 
was likew#le among the antients, and is till among. 
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the moderns, a fort of people called Vesirilogui, wha 
fpeak from their bellies, or make the voice feem to 
come from fome other part of the-room than that 
where they are. But thefe Ventriloqui fpeak very 
diftin@ly and intelligibly. The only thing, then, 
that I can find like a precedent for your way of 
fpeaking (and I would willingly help you to one if 7 
could) is the modern art de perffler, practifed with 
great fuccefs by the petits, maitres at Paris. This 
noble art confifts in picking out fome grave, ferious 
man, evho neither underftands nor expects raillery, 
and talking to him very quick, and in inarticulate 
founds; while the man, who thinks that he either 
did not hear well, or atrend fufficiently, fays, Mn- 
Jfreur, ot Plait-it? a hundred times; which affords 
matter of much mirth to thefe ingenious gentlemen. 
Whether you would follow this precedent, I fubmit 
to you. 
Have you carried no Englith or French comedies 
tragedies with you'to Leipfig? If you have, I 
SIP sour reciting, fome pafflages of them every 
‘day to Mr. Harte, in the moft diftinét and graceful 
manner, as if you were acting them upon a ftage 
The firft part of my letter is more than an anfwer 
@c roar cuefion concerning Lord Pulteney. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CLVII 


London, Julythe 26th, O.5. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


"THERE are two forts of underftandings ; one of 
which hinders a man from ever being confiderable, 
and the other commorfly makes him ridiculous; I 
mean, the lazy mind, and the trifling, frivolous 
mind. Yours, I hope, is neither. ‘The lazy mind 
will not take the trouble of going to the bottom of 
any thing; but, difcouraged by the firft difffculties, 
(and every thing worth knowing or having is attended 
with fome) ftops fhort, contents itf€lf with eafy, and 
confequently fuperficial knowledge, and prefers a 
great degree of ignorance to a {mall degree of trou- 
ble. Thefe people either think, or reprefent, moft 
things as immpoffible ; wheregs few things are fa, to 
induftry and activity. But difficulties { 
impoffibilities, or at leaft they pretend to think them 
fo, by way of excufe for their lazinefs. An hour's 
attention to the fame object is to® laborious for 
them ; they take every thing in the light in which 
it firft prefents itfelf, never confider“t in all its dif- 
ferent views; and, in fhort, never think it thorough, 
The confequence of this is, “hat, when they come to 
fpeak upon fhefe fubjects before people who have 
confidered #yem with attention, they only difcover 
their owndgnorance and lazinefs, and lay themfelves 
Open to anfwers that put them ih confufion. Do 
Fa not 
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not then be difcouraged by the firft difficulties, but 
sontra audentior ito; and refolve to go to the bottom 
of ali thofe things which every gentleman ought to 
know well. Thofe arts or fciences which are pecu- 
hat to certain profeffiouf need not be deeply known 
by thefe who are not intefded for thofe profeffions. 
As for inftance, fortification and navigation; of 
beth which, a fuperficial and general knowledge, 
fuch as the common courfe ef converfation, with a 
very little inquiry on your part, will give yon, is 
fufficieftt. Though, by the way, 4 little more 
knowledge of fortification may be of fome ufe to 
you; ds the events of war, in fieges, make many 
of the terms of that {cience occur frequen‘ly in com- 
mon copverfationis ; and one would be forry to fay, 
like the Marquis de Mafcarille, in Mohere’s Prét:- 
eufes: Ridtcules, when he hears of une deme Lune ; 
Ma foi ¢étoit bien une Lune toute entiere. But thofe 
things which every gentleman, independently of pro- 
"fans frond know, he ought to know well, and 
dive into all the depths of‘them; fuch are languages, 
hiftory, and geography, antient and modern; phi- 
lofophy, raticaal logic, ‘thetoric; and, for you 
particularly, the conftitutions, ,and the civil and 
military ftate, «f every country in Europe. This, I 
confefs, 13 a pretty large circle of knowledge, at- 
tended with fome difficulties, and requiring fome 
trouble ; which, however, an active aid induftrious 
mind will overcome, and be amply jspaid. The 
trifling and'frivolous mind is always bfifigd, but to 
hittle-purpofe ; it takes little objeéts for great ones, 

and 
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and throws away upon trifles that time and attention, 
which only important things deferve. Knickknacks, 
butterflies, fhells, infets, oc. are the objects of 
their moft ferious refearches. They contemplate the 
refs, not the charaéters, of the company they 
keep. They attend more to the deeorations of a 
Play, than to the fenfe of it; and to the ceremonies 
of a Court, more than to its politics. Such an em- 
ployment of time is an &bfolute lofs of it. You have 
nowy. at moft, three years to employ, either well or 
ill; for, as I have often told you, you wifl be all 
your life What you fhall be three years hence. For 
God's fake then reflect: will you throw afway this 
time, either in lazinefs or in trifles? Or will 
you not rather employ every momént of it ip a man- 
ner that muft fo foon reward you with fo much plea- 
fure, figure, and character? I cannot, I will not, 
doubt of your choice. Read only ufeful books ; 
and never’ quit a fubjec&t pill you ate thoroughly 
mafter of it, but read and enquire on loser 
When you are in company, bring the converfation 
to fome ufeful fubyect, but @ portée of that, company. , 
Points of luftory, matters of literature, the cuftoms 
of particular countries, the feveral orders of Knight- 
hood, as Teutonic, Malthefe, & éec@are furely bettér 
fubjects of converfation, than the weather, drefs, or 
fiddle-faddie ftories, that carry no information along 
with them. #1 he characters of Kings, and great Men, 
are only ta be learned in: converfation: for they are 
never fais written during their lives. ¢ This, there- 
fore, is an entertaining. and inftraGive fubject of 

F 3 cogver- 
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¢onverfation ; and will likewife give you an oppor- 
tunity of obferving how very differently characters 
are given, from the different paffions and views of 
thofe who give them. Never be afhamed nor afraid 
of afking queftions ; for, if they lead to information, 
and if you agcompany therh with fome excufe, you 
will never be reckoned an impertinent or rude quef- 
tioner. All thofe things, in the common courfe of 
life, depend entirely upon the manner; and in that 
ge{pect the vulgar faying is true, That one man may 
Mbetter {teal a horfe, than another look over the 
hedge. There are few things that may rot be faid, 
in fome manner or other ; either in a feeming con- 
fidence, or a genteel irony, or introduced with wit : 
and one great par. of the knowledge of the world 
confifts in knowing when, and where, to make ufe 
of thefe different manners. The graces of the per- 
fon, the countenance, and the way of f{peaking, 
contribute fo much to this, that I am convinced, 
sweucry fame thing, faid by a genteel perfon, in 
an ‘engaging” way, and ‘gracefully and diftinétly 
fpoken, would pleafe ; which would fhock, if mue- 
tered out by an awkward figure, with a fullen, feri- 
ous countenance. The Poets always reprefent Venus 
as attended by ethe threé Graces, to intimate that 
even Beauty will not do without. I think they 
fhould have given Minerva three alfo; for, with- 
out them, Iam fure, Learning is very wnattractive, 
Invoke them, then difinly, to accompa y all your 
words and motions. 
Adieu ! 
2 P.S. 
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P.S. Since I wrote what goes before, I have re- 
ceived your letter, of xo date; with the inclofed 
ftate of the Pruffian forces: of which, I hope, -you 
have kept a copy; this you fhould lay in a pare 
tofeuile, atid to ic all the *military eftablifhments 
that you can get of otlter States and Kingdoms: 
the Saxon eftablifhment you may, doubtlefs, eafily 
find. By the way, do not forget to fend me an- 
{wers to the queftions which { fent you fome time 
ago,.concerning both the civil and the ecclefiaftecal 
affairs of Saxony. 

Do not miftake me, and think I only mean that 
you fhould fpeak elegantly with regard to ftwe, and 
the purity of language ; but I mean, that you fhould 
deliver and pronounce what you fay gracefully and 
diftinétly ; for which purpofe I will have you fre- 
quently read, very loud, to Mr. Harte, recite parts 
of orations, and fpeak paffages of plays: for, with- 
out a graceful and pleafing enunciation, all your 
clegancy of ftyle, in fpedking, is not worth ong 
farthing. 

Iam very glad that Mr. Lyttelton * approves of 
my new houfe, and particularly of ny Caxonual + 
pillars. My buft of Cicero is a very fine one, and 


* Brother to the late Lord Lyttelton. 

+ James Brydges, Duke of Chandos, built a pach, stage 
and elegant houfe at Canons, about eight miles from London. It 
was fuperbly furnifhed with fine piGures, Ratues, fe. which, 
after his deathy were fold by auGion. Lord Chefterfield pur- 
chafed the Half Pillars, the Floor, and Stair-cafe with double 
flights ; which are now in Chefterfield-boyfe, May-fair. 
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well preferved ; it will have the beft place in my 
library, unlefs at your retutn you bring me over as 
good 4 modern head of your own; waich I fhould 
like ftull better. I can tell you, that I fhall examine 
it as attentively as ever antiquaty did an old one. 


Make ntyecompliments ‘to Mr. Harte, at whofe 
recovery I rejoice. 


See ere en re 


LETTER CLVII. 


Lonéon, Auguft the ad, O.S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


Duvovat, the jeweller, is arrived, and was with 
me three of four days ago. You will eafily imagine 
that Iafked him a few,queftions concerning you ; 
Mad will give you the fatisfaction of showing: that, 
upon the whole, I was very well pleafed with the 
account he gave me. Buy, though he feemed to be 
much in yout intereft, yet he fairly owned to me, 
that your utterance was rapid, thick, and ungrace- 
ful. I can ad@ nothing to what I have already faid 
upon this fubyeét ; but I can and do repeat the ab- 
folute neceflity of fpeaking diftin€tly and gracefully, 
or elfe of not {peaking at all, and havikg recourfe to 
figns. He tells me, that you are pretfy fat for gne 
of your agé: this you fhould attend to ina proper 
way; for if, whlle very young, you fhould grow 

fat, 
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fat, it would be troublefome, unwholefome, andun- 
graceful: you fhould therefore, when you have time, 
take very ftiong exercife, and in your diet avoid 
fattening things. Ail malt-liquors fatten, or, at 
‘ivaft bloat; and I hope you do not deal much, isa 
them. I look upon winé and water to,be, in -every 
‘refpect, much wholefomer. 

Duval fays, there is a great deal of very good com- 
pany at Madame Valeittin’s, and at another Lady’ Sy 
I thiak one Madame Ponce’s, at Leipfig. Do you 
ever go to either of thofe houfes, at leifures times ? 
It ‘would not, in my mind, be amifs if you did; 
and would give you a habit of attentions: ghey are 
a tribute which all women expect, and which all 
men, who would be well received by them, muft 
pay. And, whatever the mind may be, manners, at 
leaft, are. certainly improved by the company of 
women of fafhion. 

I have formerly told you, t hat you fhould informa 
yourfelf of the feveral Orders, melee military or es 
ligious, of the refpective countries Were you may 
be. The Teutonic Order is the great Order af 
Germany, of which I fend you inglofed a fhort ac- 
count. It may ferve to fuggeft queftions to you, 
for more particular enqfiiries as tg the prefent ftate 
of it; of which you ought to be minutely informed, 
The Knights, at prefent, make vows, of which 
they obferte none, except 1t be that of not marry~ 
ing; ands their only object, now, is to arrive, by, 
feniority,°at the. Gommanderies in their refpedtive 
provinces; which, are, many of them, very lucra- 
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tive. The Order ef Maltha is, by a very few years, 
prior to the Teutonic, and owes its foundation to 
the fame caufes. Thefe Knights were firit called 
Knights Hofpitaliers of St. John of Jerufalem; then 
Knights of Rhodes ; and, in the year 1530, Knights 
of Maltha, the Emperor Charles V. having granted 
them that ifland, upon condition of their defending 
his ifland of Sicily againft the Turks: which they 
effectually did. L’Abbé deg Vertot has written the 
Hiftory of Maltha, but it is the leaft valuable of all 
his works ; ands moreover, too long for you to read. 

But there is a fhort hiftory of all the military Orders 
whatfoever, which I would advife you to get; as 
there is alfo of all the religious Orders ; both which 
are worth your having and confulting, whenever 
you meet with any of them in your way ; as you will 
very frequently in Catholic countries. _ For my 
own part, I find that I remember things much 
better when I recur to my books for them upon 
fome particular occafioh,’ than by reading them 
toute de fuite--As for example: if I were to read the 
hiftory of all the military or religious ‘Orders, re- 
gularly, one after another, the latter puts the former 
out of my head; but when I read the hiftory of any 
one, upon accougt of its having lseen the object of 
converfation or difpute, I remember it much better. 
It is the fame in Geography, where, looking for 
any particular place in the map, upon fome particu- 
lar account, fixes it in one’s memory fog ever. I 
hope you have worn out your maps by frequent ufe 


of that fort. Adieu} 
A fhort 
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A fhort Account of the Teuvronrc Orpen. 


IN the ages of ignorance; which is always the 
mother of fuperftition, itewas thought not only juft, 
‘hut meritorious, to propagate religion by fire and 
fword, and to take away the lives and properties of 
Unbelievers. This entbufiafm produced the feveral 
Croifadoes, in the 11th, rath, and following cen- 
turies; the obje&t of which was, to recoyer the 
Holy Land out of the hands of the Infidels, who, 
by the way, were the lawful poffeffors. , Many 
honeft enthufiafts engaged in thefe Croifadoes, from 
a miftaken principle of religion, agd from the par- 
dons granted by the Popes for all the fins of thofe 
pious adventurers; but many more knaves adopted. 

thefe holy wars, in hopes of conqueft and plunder. 
After Godfrey of Bouillon, at the head of thefe 
knaves and fools, had taken Jerufalem, in the year 
1699, Chriftians of various nations remamed in that 
citv; among the reft, one good honeft German, that 
took particular care of Kis countrymen who came 
thither in pilgrimages. He built a houfe for their 
reception, and an *hofpitab dedicated to the Virgin. 
This little eftablifhment foon became a great one, 
by the enthufiafm of many canfiderable people who 
engaged in it, in order to drive the Saracens eut of 
the Holy Land. This fociety then began to-take its 
fitft form; *and its members were called Mariah 
Teutonic Knights: Marian, from their chapel, 
facred 
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facred to the Virgin Mary; Teutonic, from the 
German, or Teuton, who was the author of it; and 
Knights, from the wars which they were to carry on 
againft the Infidels. 

Thefe Knights behaved themfelves fo “bravely, at 
firft, that Duke Frederick-of Suabia, who was Gene- 
ral of the German army, in the Holy Land, fent, ir 
the year 1191, to the Emperor Henry VI. and Pope 
Celeftin III. to defire that this brave and charitable 
fraternity might be incorporated into a regular Order 
of Knighthood; which was accordingly done, and 
tules and a particular habit were given them. Forty 
Knights, all of noble families, were at firft created, 
by the King of Jerufalem, and other Princes then 
inthe army. ‘The firft Grand Mafter of this Order 
was Henry Wallpot, of a noble family upon the 
Rhine. This Order foon began to operate in Eu- 
rope; drove all the Pagans out of Pruffia, and took 
poffeffion of it. Soon after, they got Livonia and 
Courland, and invadetl evén Ruffia, where they in- 
troduced #he Chriftian religion. In 1510, they 
elected Albert Marquis of Brandenburg for their 
Grand Matter ; who, turning Proteftant foon after- 
terwards, took ruffia from the Order, and kept it 
for himfelf, with the corfent of Bigifinund, King of 
Poland, of whom it was to hold. He then quitted 
his Grand-Mafterfhip, and made himfelf Hereditary 
Duke of that country,- which is thence called Ducal 
Proffia. This Order now confifts of twelve Pro- 
yinces ; viz, Alfatia, Auftria, Coblentz; and Etfch ; 
which are the four under the Pruffian jurif{diGtion > 

Franconia, 
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Franconia, Heffe, Bieffen, Weftphalia, Lorram, 
Thuringia, Saxony, and Utrecht; which eight are 
of the German jurifdiction. The Dutch now poffeds 
all that the Order had in Utrecht. Every one of 
thefe provinces have their particular Commanderies ; 
and the moft antient of thefe Commandeurs is called 
Commandeur Provincial. "Thefe twelve Commandeurs 
are all fubordinate to the Grand Mafter of Germany, 
as their Chief, and havg the Right of electing the 
Grand Mafter. The Elector of Cologne is at prefent 
Grand Maire. 

Shis Order, founded by miftaken Chriftian zeal, 
eh the Anti-chriftian principles of violence and 
perfecution, foon grew firong, by the weaknefs and 
ignorance of the times; acquired unjuftly great 
poffetfions, of which they juftly loft the greateft 
part by their ambition and cruelty, which made 
them feared and hated by all their neighbours. 


I have this moment ‘recetved your letter of the 
4th, N.S. and have only time to tell.you, that I 
can by no means agree to your cutting off your 
hair. Iam very fure that your head-achs cannot 
proceed from-thence. And as for the pimples upon 
your head, they ase only sowing to the heat of the 
feafon; and confequently will not Jatt long. But 
your own hair is, at your age, fuch an ornament, 
and a wig, however well made, fuch a difguife, 
that I will upon no account whatfoever have you 
cit off youmhair,, Nature did not give it you for 
nothing, ftill lefs to.canfe you the head-ach. Mr. 

Eliot’s 
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Ekiet’s -hair grew fu ill and bufhy, that he was in 
fhe right to cut it off. But you have not the fame 
feafon. 





LETTER CLIX. 


Loadon, Auguft the 23d, O.S. 1748. 


Drar Boy, 


YOu friend Mr. Eliot has dined with me twice 
fince I returned hither: and I can fay the truth, 
that while I had*he feals I never examined or fifted 
a ftate prifoner, with fo much care and curicfity, as 
I did him. Nay, I did more; for, contrary to the 
laws of this country, I gave him, in fome manner, 
the Queflion ordinary and extraordinary ;‘ and I have 
infinite pleafure in telling you, that the rack, which 
T put him f6, did not extort from him one fingle 
word that was not fuch as I wifhed to hear of you. 
T heartily conggatulate you upon fuch an advantage- 
ous teftimony, from fo creditable a witnefs. Laudari 
@ laudato viro, as one of the greateft pleafures and 
honours a rational Being can have’; niay you long 
continue to deferve it! Your averfion to drinking, 
and your diflike to gaming, which Mr: Eliot affures 
me are both very ftrong, give me the gre&teft joy 
imaginable for your fake ; as the formef would ruin 
both your conftitation and underftanding, and the 
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latter your fortune and character. Mr. Harte wrote 
me word fome time ago, and Mr. Eliot confirnis it 
now, that you employ your pin-money in a very dif- 
ferent manner from that in which pin-money is com- 
monly lavifhed: not in gew-gaws and baubles, but in 
buying good and ufeful hooks. This i 1s an excellent 
fymptom, and gives me very good hopes. Go on 
thus, my dear boy, but for thefe two next years, 
and I afk no more. You muft then make fuch a 
fifyyre, and fuch a fortune in the world, as I with 
you, and as I have taken all thefe ‘pains toyenable 
you to do. , After that time, I allow you to be as 
ide as ever you pleafe ; becaufe I am fure that you 
will not then pleafe to be fo at all. The jgnbrant 
and the weak only are idle; but ,thofe who have’ 
once acquired a good ftock of knowledge, always 
defire to increafe it. Knowledge is like power, in 
this refpect, that thofe who have the moft are mo 
defirous of ,having more. It does not clog by pof- 
feffion, but increafes defires which is the cafe of 
very few pleafures. 

Upon receiving this congratulatory letter, and 
reading your own praifes, I am fure that it muft na- 
turally occur to you, how great a fhare of them you 
owe to Mr. Harte’s care and attention; and confe- 
quently, that your regard and affection for him mutt 
increafe, if there be room for it, in proportion as you 
reap, which you do daily, the fruits of his labours, 

I muft not, however, conceal from you, that 
there was ome article in which your own witnefs, 
Mr. Eliot, faultered; for, upon my queftioning 

him 
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him home, as to your manner of {peaking, he could 
nat fay that your utterance was either diftinét or 
graceful. I have already faid fo much to you upon 
this point that I can add nothing. I will therefore 
only repeat this truth, which is, That af you will 
not {peak diftinctly and gracefully, nobody will de- 
fire to hear ‘you. 

I am glad to learn that Abbé Mably’s Dros Public 
de Europe makes a part gf your evening amufe- 
ments. It 1s a very ufeful book, and gives a cJcar 
deduction of the affairs of Europe, from the Treaty 
of Munfter to this time. Pray read it with attention, 
and with the proper maps ; always recurring to them 
for the feveral countries or towns yielded, taken, -or 
reftored. Pere Bougeant’s third volume will give 
you the beft idea of the Treaty of Munfter, and 
open to you the feveial views of the belligerent and 
contracting parties: and there never were greater 
than at that time. The houfe of Auftria, in the war 
immediately preceding -that Treaty, intended to’ 
make itfelfabfolute in the Empire, and tq overthrow 
the rights of the refpeCtive States of at. The view 
of France was, to weaken and difmember the Houfe 
of Auftnia, to fuch a degree, as that it fhould ro 
Jonger be a counterbalance to, that of Bourbon. 
Sweden wanted poffeffions upon the continent of 
Germany, not only to fupply the neceffities of its 
own poor and barren country, but likewife to hold 
the balance in the Empire between the Houfe of 
Auftria and the States. The Houfe of Brandenburg 
wanted to agerandize itfelf by pilfering in the fire; 

changed 
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‘changed fides occafionally, and made a good bargain 
‘at laft: for I think it got, at the peace, nine or ten 
bifhoprics fecularifed. So that we may date, from 
the Treaty of Munfter, the decline of the Houfe of 
Auftria, the great power of the Houfe of Bourbon, 
and the aggrandizement ef that of Brandenburg : 
and I am much miftaken if it ftops where it is 
now. 

Make my complimegts to Lord Pulteney; to 
witam I would have you be not only attentive, but 
ufeful, by fetting him (in cafe he wants it) a good 
example of application and temperance. f begin to 
believe that, as I fhall be proud of you, others 
will be proud too of imitating you. Thofe expecta- 
tions of mine feem now fo well grounded, that my 
difappointment, and confequently my anger, will 
be'fo much the greater if they fail; but, as things 
fiand now, J am moft affectionglly)and tenderly 


L 
ates Yours. 





LETTER CQLX. 


London, Auguft the goth, O.S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 
‘Your refleGtions upon the conduct of France, 
from the Treaty.of Munfter to this time, are very 


juft; and I am very glad to find by them, that 
Vou. IL G you 
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you not only read, but that you think, and refle& 
upon what you read. Many great readers load their 
memories, without exercifing their judgments; and 
make lumber-rooms of their heads, inftead of fur- 
nifhing them ufefully :. facts are heaped upon facts, 
without order or diftinétien, and may juftly be faid 
to cdmpofe ‘shat 


—o. 





Rudis indigeftaque moles 
Quam dixere chaos, 

Go on, then, in the way of reading that you are in; 
take nothing for granted, upon the bare authority 
of the author; but weigh and confider, in your own 
mind. the probability of the facts, and the juftnefs 
of the refieftions. Confult different authors upon 
the fame facts, and form your opinion upon the 
greater or leffer degree of probability arifing from 
the whole; which, in my mind, is the utmoft 
ftretch of hiftorical faith : certainty (I fear) not be- 
ing to be found. When an Hiftorian pretends to 
givc you the caufes and: motives of events, compare 
thofe caufes and motives with the characters and in- 
tercfts of the parties concerned, and yudge for your- 
felf, whether they correfpond or not. Confider 
whether you cannot affign others more probable ; 
and in that examination do not defpife fome very 
mean and trifling cautes of the actions ut great men, 
for, fo various and inconfiftent is human nature, fo 
ftrong and fo changeable are our paffions, fo fluc- 
tuating are our wills, and fo mush are our minds 
influenced by the accidents of our bocies, that every 
man 1s more the man of the day, than a regular and, 
confe- 
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-confequentiak character. The beft have fomething 
‘bad, and fomething lttle; the worft hare fome- 
thing good, and fometimes fomething great; for [ 
do not believe what Velleius Paterculus (for the fake 
of faying a,pretty thing) fays of Scipio, Qui nibil 
non laudandum aut fect, aug dixit, aut fenfit. As for 
the reflections of Hittorians, with which they think 
it neceflary to interlard their Hiftories, or at leaft to 
conclude their chapters (and which, in the French 
Fi-fories, are always introduced with a sant il eff 
vrat, and in the Englith, fo Irue ut is f, do not adopt 
them implicitly upon the credit of the author, but 
analy fe them yourfelf, and judge whether thgy are 
true or not. 

But, to return to the politics of France, from 
which I have digreffed :—You have certainly made 
ore farther reflection, of an advantage which France 
has, over arid above its abilities in the cabinet, and 
the {kill of its negotiators; whichis (if I may ufe 
the expreffion) its folene/s; contunuity of riches and 
power withn itfelf, and the nature of its govern- 
ment. Near twenty millions of people, and the or- 
dinary revenue of above thirteen millions fterling a 
year, are at the abfolute difpofal of the Crown. ‘Vhis 
is what no other Paqwer in Europe can fay + fo that 
different Powers.muft now unite, to make a balante 
againft France ; which union, though formed upon 
the principle of their comroon intereft, can never be 
fo intimate as to compofe a machine fo compact and 
fimple as thas of one great kingdom, directed by 
one will, and moved by one intereft. The Allied 
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Powers (as we have conftantly feen) have, betides 
the common and declared object of their alliance, 
fome feparate afd concealed view, to which they 
often facrifice the general one; which makes them, 
either diretly or indirectly, pull different ways. 
Thus, the defign upon Toulon fatled, in the yea 
1706, only from the fecret view of the Houfe of 
Auftriaupon Naples; which made the Court of Vi- 
enna, notwithftanding the reprefentations of the other 
Allies to the contrary, fend te Naples the 12600 
men ehat would have done the bufinefs at Toulon. 
In this laft war too, the fame caufes had the fame’ 
effects: the Queen of Hungary, in fecret, thought 
of nothing but recovering Silefia, and what fhe had 
loft in Italy ; aid therefore never fent haif that quo- 
ta, which fhe promifed, and we paid for, into Flan- 
ders; but left that country to the Maritime Powers 
to defend as they could. The King of Sardinia’s 
real object was Savona, and all the Riviera di Po- 
nente; for which reafon he concurred fo lamely in 
the invafion of Provence, where the Queen of Hun- 
gary, likewife, did not fend one third of the force 
fiipulated ; engroffed as fhe was, by her oblique 
vies upon the plunder of Genoa, and the recovery 
of Naples. Jnfomuch ¢hat the expedition into Pro- 
vence, which would have diftrefled France to the 
greateft degree, and have caufed a great detachment 
from their army in Flanders, failed fhamefully, for 
want of every thing necefflary for its fuccefs. Sup- 
pofe, therefore, any four or five Powers, who; all 
together, fhall he equal, or even a little fuperior, 
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yn tiches and ftrength, to that one Power againft 
which they are united; the advantage will ft:ll be 
greatly on the fide of that fingle Power, becaufe it 
is but one. The power and riches of Charles V. 
were, in thetnfelves, certainly fuperior to thofe of 
Francis I; and yet, upor the whole, Je was not 
an overmatch for him. Charles V’s dominions, 
ereat as they were, were fcattered and remote from 
each other; their conftitwtions different; and where- 
ever-he did not refide, difturbances arofe : whereas 
the compaCinefs of France made up the difference 
in the ftrength. This obvious reflection convinced 
me of the abfurdity of the Treaty of Hanover, in 
1725, between France and England, to which the 
Dutch afterwards acceded ; for it was made upon the 
apprehenfions, either real or pretended, that the 
marriage of Don Carlos with the eldeft Arche 
dutchefs, now Queen of Hungary, was fettled in 
the Treaty of Vienna, of the fame year, between 
Spain and the late Emperor Charles VI; which 
marriage, tKofe confummate politicians faid, would 
revive in Europe the exorbitant power of Charles V. 
Tam fure, 1] heartily with it had; as, in that cafe, 
there had been, what there certainly is not now,— 
one Power in Europe to ounterbalance that of 
France; and then the Maritime Powers would, in 
reality, have held the balance of Europe in their 
hands. Even fuppofing that the Auftrian power 
would then have been an overmatch for that of 
France (whiclf, by the way, ig not clear), the weight 
vf the Maritime Powers, then thrown into the fcale 

G3 of 


$6 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


of France, would infallibly have made the balance 
at leaft even. In which cafe toc, the moderate ef- 
forts of the Maritime Powers, on the fide of France, 
would have been fufficient ; whereas, now, they are 
obliged to exhauft and beggar themfelves; and that 
too ineffectrally, in hopes to fupport the fhattered, 
beggared, and infufficient Houfe of Auftria. 

This has been a long political differtation; but I 
am informed that political fubjects are your favour- 
ite ones ; whigh I am glad of, confidering your tef- 
tinatién. You do well to get your materials all 
ready, before you begin your work. As you buy, 
and (7 am told) read, books of this kind, I will 
point out two or three for your purchafe and peru- 
fal; Iam not fire that I have not menticned them 
before; but that 1s no matter, 1f you have not got 
them. Minares pours fervir a P Hiftoire,du vy S1- 
ecle, is a moit ufeful book for you to recur to, for 
all the facts and chronology of that century: it isin 
four volumes octavo, and very correé: and cxact. 
If Ido not miftake, I have formerly re€ommended 
to you Les Mémoires du Cardinal de Retz; however, 
if you have not read them, pray do, and with the 
attention which they deferve. You ‘will there find 
the beft account of a véry intcréfting period of the 
minority of Louis XIV. The characters are drawn 
fhort, but in a ftrong and mafterly manner: and the 
political reflections are the only juft and pradtical 
ones that I ever faw in print: they are well worth 

our tranferibing. Le Commerce des‘ Anciens, par 
Minfieur Huet Evégque @ Ayranche, in one little vo~ 
lume 
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Jume octavo, is worth your perufal, as commerce is 
a very confiderable part of political knowledge. J 
need not, 1 am fure, fuggeft to you, when you read 
the courfe of Commerce, either of the antients or 
of the moderns, to follow it upon your map; for 
there is no other way of remembeuing Geography 
correctly, than by looking perpetually in the map 
for the places one rerds of, even though one knows 
before, pretty nearly, where they are. 

Adieu! As all the accounts which I receive of 
you grow better and better, fu I grow magre and 
more affeCtionately Yours. 








LETTER CLXI. 


Lendon, September the 5th, O. S. 1748. 
Dean, Soy, 


J HAVE reéeived yours, with the inclofed German 
letter to Mr. Grevenkop, which he affures me is ex- 
tremely well written, confidering the little time that 
you have applied yourfelf ¢o that language. /As you 
have now got over the moft difficult J part, pray go on 
diligently, and make yourfelf abfolutely mafter of the 
1eft, Whoever does not entuely poffefs a language, 
will never appear to advantage, or even equal to him- 
felf, ecitherein fpeaking or writing it. His ideas are 
fettered, and feem imperfect or confuted, if he is 
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not mafter of all the words and phrafes neceflary ta 
exprefs them. I therefore defire, that you will not 
fail writing a German letter, once every fortnight, 
to Mr. Grevenkop; which will make the writing of 
that language familiar to you: and, morcover, when 
you fhall have Jeft Germany, and be arrived at Tu- 
rin, I fhall tequire you to write even to me in Ger- 
man; that you may not forget with eafe what you 
have with difficulty learned. I likewife defire that, 
while you are in Germany, you will take all oppor- 
tunities of converfing in German, which 1s the only 
way of knowing that, or any other Jangyage, accu- 
rately. You will alfo defire your German matfter ta 
teach you the proper t.tles and fuperfcript.ons to be 
ufed to people ofall ranks; which is a poiat fo ma- 
tenal in Germgny, that I have known manv a Iet- 
ter returned unopened, becaufe one title in twenty 
has been omitted in the direétion. 

St. Thomas’s day now draws near, when you are 
to leave Saxony, and go to Berlin; and " take it for 
granted, that, if any thing is yet wanting to com- 
plete your knowledge of the ftate of that Electorate, 
you will not fail to procure it before you go away. 
IT do not mean, as you will eafily believe, the num- 
ber of churches, parifhes, or towns; but I mean 
the conftitution, the revenues, the troups, and the 
trade of that Electorate. A few queftions, fenfibly 
afked, of fenfible people, will procure you the ne~ 
ceffary informations; which I defire you will enter 
in your little book. Berlin will be entirely a new 
{cere to you, and I,look upon it, in 4 manner, as 
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your firft ftep into the great world; take care that 
flep be not a falfe one, and that you do not ftumbls 
at the threfhold. You will there be in more company 
than you have yet been; Manners and Attentions 
will therefore be more neceffary. Pleafing in come 
pany is the only way of*being pleafed in it yourfelf. 
Senfe and Knowledge are the firft and neceffary 
foundations for pleafing in company: but they will 
by no means do alone, sand they will never be per~ 
fectly welcome, if they are not accompanied with 
Manners and Attentions, You will beft acquire thefe 
by frequenting the companies of people of fafhion ; 
but then you mufl refolve to acquire them, én thofe 
companies, by propery care and obfervation; for I 
have known people, who, though they have fre~ 
uented good company all their life-time, have done 
itn fo inattentive and unobferving a manner, as to 
be never the better for it, and to remain as difagree~ 
able, as awkward, and as vulgar, as if they had 
never fecntany perfon ‘of fafhion. When you go 
into goou company (by good company is meant 
the people of the firft fafhion of the place) obferve 
carefully thei turn, their manners, their addrefs 3 
and conform’ your own to them. But this fs not all 
neither: go deepcr full; *obferve their characters, 
and pry, as far as you can, into both their hearts 
and ther heads. Seek for their particular merit, 
their predomuant paftion, or their prevailing weak~ 
nefs; and you will then know what to bait your 
hook with,°to catch them.; Man is a compofition 
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requires both time and care to analyfe him: for, 
though we haye, all, the fame imgredients in our 
general ¢ompofition, as Reafon, Will, Paffions, and 
Appetites; yet the different proportions and combi- 
nations of them in each individual produce that in- 
finite variety pf characters, *which, in fome particu- 
Jar or other, diftinguifhes every individual from 
another. Reafon ought to direct the whole, but 
feldom does. And he who addreffes himfelf fingly, 
to another man’s reafon, without endeavouring to 
engage his heart in his intereft alfo, 1s no more likely 
to fucceed, than a man who fhould apply only to a 
King’s rominal Mimfter, and neglect his Favourite. 
J will recommend to yuur attentive perufal, now you 
are going into the world, two books, which will let 
you as much into the characters of men, as books 
can do. I mean, Le Réflexions Morales de Monfieur 
de la Rochefoucault, and Les Caraétéies de la Bruyere: 
but remember, at the fame time, that: I only re- 
commend them to you as‘ the beft gener,l maps, to 
affift you in your journey, and not as mafking out 
every particular turning and winding that you will 
meet with. There your own fagacity and obferva- 
tion muft come to their aid. La Rochefoucault 1s, 
I know, blame”, but I think without reafon, for 
deriving all our actions from the fonrce of felf-love. 
For my own part, I fee a great deal of truth, and no 
harm at all, in that opinion. It is certain, that we 
feek our own happinefs in every thing we do; and 
jt 1s as ‘certain, that we can only find it 1d’doing well, 
_and in conforming all our actions to the rule of right 
reafon, 
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reafon, which is the great law of Nature. kis only 
a iniftaken felf-love that is a blameable motive, 
when we take the immediate and indifcriminate 
gratification of a paflion, or appetite, for real hap- 
pinefs. But am I blameables if I do a good a¢tion, 
upon account of the hippinefs which that honeft 
confcioufnefs will give me? Surely not. On the 
contrary, that pleafing confcioufnels 1s a proof of 
my virtue. The refl@éuion which 1s the moft cen- 
fured in Monfieur de la Rochefoucault’s book, as a 
very ull-natured one, is this; On trouve dans le mal- 
heur de fom meilleur ami, quelque chofe qui ne déplait 
pas. And why not?) Why may I rot feel a very 
tender and real concern for the misfortune of my 
friend, and yet at the fame time ftel a pleafing con- 
fcioufnefs at having difcharged my duty to him, by 
comforting and afflifting him to the utmoft of my 
power «ui that misfortune? Give me but virtuous 
actions, ai'd I will not quibble and chicane about 
the motiy's. And I will’give any body their choice 
of thefé two truths, which amount to the fame 
thing: He, “who loves himfelf beft, 15 the honefteft 
man; or the honefteft man loves himfelf beft. 

The characters of La Bruyere are pictures from the 
hfe: moft of then finely drawn, and highly coloured. 
Furnifh your mind with them firft; and when you 
meet with their likenefs, as you will every day, they 
will ftrike you the more. You will compare every 
feature with the orginal: and both will reciprocally 
help you 10 difcover the beauties and the blemithes. 
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«is women are a confiderable, or at leaft a pretty 
hurperous part of company ; and as their fuffrages ga 
a great way towards eftablifhing a man’s character, 
in the fathionable part of the world (which is of great 
importance to the fortune and figure he propofes to 
make in it) it, is neceflary ‘to pleafe them. I will 
therefore, upon this fudjeét, let you into certain 
Arcana, that will be very ufeful for you to know, 
bat which you muft with the utmoft care .conceal, 
an@ never feem to know. Women, then, are only 
children of a larger growth; they have an entertain- 
ing tattle, and fometimes wit; but for folid, reafon- 
ing good fenfe, I never knew in my life one that had 
it, or who reafoned or acted confequentially for 
four-and-twenty hours together. Some little paffion 
er humour always breaks in upon their beft refolu- 
tions. Their beauty neglected or controverted, their 
age increafed, or their fuppofed underftandings de- 
preeigted, initantly kindles their little paf‘ions, and 
overturns any fyftem of confequential concudt, that 
in. their moft reafonable moments they might have 
been capable of forming, Aman of fenfe only trifles 
with them, plays with them, humours and flatters 
them, as he does with a fprightly, forward child ; 
but he neither cogfults them about; nor trufts them 
with ferious matters ; though he often makes them 
believe that he does both; which is the thing in the 
world that they are proud of; for they lave mightily 
te be dabbling in bufinefs (which, by the way, they 
always fpoil); and, being juftly diftraftful that men 
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in general look upon them im a trifling light, they 
almoft adore that than, who talks more ferioufly to 
them, and who feems to confult and truét them: 
I fay, who fecms; for weak men really do, but wife 
ones only feem to do it. No flattery is either too 
high or too low for theme They will greedily fwallow, 
the higheft, and gratefully accept of the lowett ; anid 
you may fafely flatter any woman, from her undery 
ftanding, down to the exquifite tafte of her fan: 
Women who are either indifputably beautiful, or 
indi{putably ugly, are beft flattered upon the {core 
of their ynderftandings: but thofe who are in a 
ftate of mediocrity, are beft flattered uppn their 
beauty, or at leaft their graces: for every woman, 
who is not abfolutely ugly, thinks.herfelf handfome ; 
but not hearing often that fhe is fo, is the more 
grateful, and the more obliged to the few who telt 
her fo: whereas a decided and confcious Beauty 
looks upor every tribute paid to her beauty only as 
her due; but wants to fhine, and to be confidered, 
‘on the fide of her underftanding: and a woman who 
is ugly enough to know that fhe is fo, knows that 
fhe has nothing left for it but her underftandiag, 
which is confequently (and probably in more fenfes 
than one) her weak fide. But thefe are fecrets, 
which you muft keep inviolably, if you would not, 
like Orphetss, be totn to pieces by the whole fex : 
on the.conttary, a mah, who thinks of living in the 
great worid, muft be gallant, polite, and attentive 
to pleafe the women. They have, from the weak~ 
nels of men, more or lefs influence in all Courts ; 
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they abfolutely: ftamp every man’s charadter in the 
bean monde, and make it either current, or cry it 
down, and ftop it in payments. It is, therefore, 
abfolutely neceffary to manage, pleafe, and flatter 
them; and never to difcover the leaft mark of con- 
tempt, which is what they never forgive; but in 
this they are not fingular, for it is the fame with 
men; who will much fooner forgive an injuftice 
than an infult. “Every man is not ambitious, or 
covetous, or paifionate ; but every man has pride 
enough in his Compofition to feel and refent the 
leaft flight and contempt. Remember,, therefore, 
moft carefully to conceal your contempt, however 
just, wherever you would not make an implacable 
enemy. Men are much more unwilling to have 
their weakneffes and their imperfections known, than 
their crimes ; and, if you hint toa man, that you 
think him filly, ignorant, or even ill-bred, or awk- 
ward, he will hate you more, and longer, than if you 
tell him plainly, that you think him a rogue. Never 
yield to that temptation, which to moft young men 
is very ftrong, of expofing other people’s weakneffes 
and infirmities, for the fake eithcr of diverting the 
company, or of fhowing your own fuperiority. You 
may get the laugh on yous fide by it for the prefent ; 
but you will make enemies by it forever; and even 
thofe who laugh with you then, will, upon reflec- 
tion, fear, and confequently hate you: betides thar 
it is ill-natured ; and a good heart defires rather to 
conceal than expofe other people’s weakneffes or 
misfortunes. If ypu have wit, ufe it to pleafe, and 
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not to hurt: you may thine like the fun in the tem- 
perate Zones, without fcorching. Here it is wifhed 
for; under the Line ‘it is dreaded. 

Thefe are fome of the hints, which my long ex- 
perience im the great world enables me to give you 3 
and which, if you attend to them, may prove ufeful 
to you in’your journey through it. I with it may be 
a profperous one ; at leaft, I am fure that it muft be 
your own fault if it is got. 

Make my compliments to Mr. Harte, who I am 
very forry to hear is not well. I hdpe by this time 
he is recovered. , Adieu! 


oe eth 


LETTER CLXI. 


London, September the 13th, O.S. 1748. 
Dear Boy, 


I wave more than once recommended to you the 
Memoirs of the Cardinal de Retz, and to attend 
particularly to the political reflections inter{perfed in 
that excellent work. I wiJl now preach a little upon 
two or three of thofe texts. 

In the diufturbances at Paris, Monfieur de Beay- 
fort who was a very popular, though a very weak 
man, was the Cardinal’s tool with the populace. 
Proud of hjs popularity, he was always for aflembling 

the 
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the people of Paris together, thinking that he made 
ry gfeat figure at the head of them. The Cardinal, 
who was factious enough, was wife enough, ‘at the 
fome time, to avoid gathering the people together, 
éxcept when there was occafion, and when he had 
fomething particular for them to do. However, he 
tould not always check Monfieur de Beaufort ; who 
having affembled them once yery unnecefianly, 
and without any determined ,object, they ran riot, 
would not be kept within bounds by their leaders, 
and did their taufe a great deal of harm; upon 
which the Cardinal obferves, moft, judicicufly, Que 
Monfieur de Beaufort ne fravort pas, que qui affemble le 
peuple Pémeut, Itis certain, that great numbers of 
people, met together, animate each other, and will 
do fomething either good or bad, but often bad: 
and the refpective individuals, who were feparately 
very quiet, when met together in numbers, grow 
tumultuous as a body, and ripe for any mifchief that 
may be pointed out to then by the leaders; and, 
if their leaders have no bufinefs for them, they will 
find ‘fome for themfelves. The Demagogues, or 
leaders of popular factions, fhould therefore be very 
cateful not to affemble the people unneceflanly, and 
without a fettled and welb-confidered object. Befides 
that, by making thofe popular affembites too frequent, 
they make them hkewife too familiar, and contfe- 
quently lefs refpeéted by their enemies. Obferve 
aly theetings of people, and you will Always find 
their dagernc{s and impetuolity rife or fall in propor- 
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tion in their numbers; when the numbers are very 
great, all fenfe and reafon feem to fubfide, and 
one fudden frenzy feize on all, even the cooleft of 
them. 

Another ‘very juft obfervation of the Cardinal’s 
is, That the things whichshappen in our times, and 
which we fee ourfelyes, do not furprife us near fo 
much as the things which we read of in times paft, 
though not in the leaf more extraordinary; and 
adds, that he is perfuaded, that when Caligula made 
his horfe a Conful, the people of Rome, at that 
time, were not greatly furprifed at it, having necef- 
farily been in fome degree prepared for it, by an 
infenfible gradation of extravagancies from the fame 
quarter. ‘This is fo true, that we read every day, 
with aftonifhment, things which we fee every day 
without furprife. We wonder at the intrepidity of a 
Leonidas, a Codrus, and a Curtius; and are not the 
leaft furprifed to hear of a Sea-Captain, who has 
blown up his hip, his crew and himéelf, that they 
might not’ fall into the hands of the enemies of his 
country. I cdnnot help reading of Porfenna and 
Regulus, with furprife and reverence: and yet I re- 
member that I faw, without either, the execution 
of Shepherd *, a bay of efghteen ygars old, who 
intended to fhoot the late King, and who would 
have been pardoned, if he would have expreffed 
the leaft forrow for his intended crime; but, on the. 

& James Shepherd, a Coach-painter’s apprentice, Wag exe- 
cuted at Tyburn for hugh treafon, March the 17tby1718, in the 


“reign of George the Firft 
You. I. H contrary, 


